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A Better Chance . . .
Helping talented youths 

reach their potential 
through education

What Is the ACT II Thrift Shop?
The ACT II Thrift Shop is a major supporter of the Madison 
ABC Program. In addition to its significant support of ABC, 
ACT II also donates to other youth-related educational, hu-
manitarian, social and cultural concerns on local, national 
and global levels. Since its inception, the following charities 
have benefited directly from ACT 
II’s gift-giving: Madison A Better 
Chance, Madison Foundation, 
Madison Community Services, Mad-
ison Cares (Raise the Roof) Habitat 
for Humanity, E.C. Scranton Library, 
Madison Food Pantry, Chamber of 
Commerce, Read Aloud Program, 
DHHS Nite In Hand, DHHS VIBE, Warm the Children, New 
Strong Field, Lions Club, DHHS Scholarship Fund, Madison 
Little League, Friends of Madison Youth, Shoreline Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, Read to Grow, CLOUT Cares, Call to 
Care, Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, Madison Arts Barn, The 
Foundation for Prader-Willi Research, CT Burn Center for 
Children, American Red Cross Katrina, LEAP New Haven 
Fund, AmeriCares Philippines and Hurricane Sandy Relief, 
The Cove Center for Grieving Children and more.

Donations are accepted on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Suitable items to 
donate include house wares, furniture, jewelry, hardware, 
books, art, crafts, antiques and clothing. Complete dona-
tion guidelines are available at the shop, or you may call 
203.234.2815 for further information.

The shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is open 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

What Are ABC’s Future Events? 

Annual Holiday Concert
Madison ABC will present its annual Holiday Concert on 
Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 5:30pm at the First Congre-
gational Church on the Green in Madison immediately 
following the holiday tree lighting on the Green. Once 
again we thank the Guilford Savings Bank, our concert 
sponsor. This highly anticipated event will feature many area 
performers, including Shoreline Chorale, organist Jeremiah 
Mead (DHHS 17), Shoreline Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
DHHS Encore and Guilford HS Voices. This event is open 
to the public. No admission is charged, but there will be a 
free will offering. Since Madison ABC began in 1970, the 
Holiday Concert has been a way for ABC directors, scholars 
and staff to thank the community for its support.

ACT II ABC Bike Sale
Another popular event, the ACT II Thrift Shop’s ABC Bike 
Sale, will be held Saturday, June 25, 2016, at the Madison 
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.

Nasir Williams, 
a senior, is excited about beginning 
the college application process. He 
plans to pursue a degree in busi-
ness management, and to prepare 
himself he is currently taking AP 
Macroeconomics and Marketing. 
This fall he will be taking the SATs, 
ACTs and writing the Common 
Application. He expects visiting 
prospective colleges and beginning 
the selection process will be more fun! Over his three years 
at DHHS, Nasir has been an important contributor to both 
the JV and varsity basketball teams. He is also a key player 
on the varsity volleyball team, but basketball is his passion. 
Nasir spent the summer working out and honing his shot. 
He will be doing the same this fall during informal workouts 
with other Hand basketball team members. We wish him 
the best of luck as he pursues challenging academics and 
sports commitments this year.

2015 DHHS Graduate
Josh Antwi, Wheaton College, Norton, MA 

Shane Stanton, 
a junior, is a strong student in both 
science and math, with plans to get 
straight A’s this year. He’s taking a 
challenging load of core classes, 
and plans to round that out with a 
course in Creative Film. Working 
with our college counselor, Shane 
will begin exploring various col-
lege options this year, and may visit 
some top choices this spring. In the 
meantime, he will work out with the JV basketball team this 
fall in preparation for the season. Shane’s dream is to earn 
time on the varsity basketball team. With enough practice, 
we are confident he can meet this goal! In the spring, Shane 
plans to pursue track and field to stay in shape and win 
some medals!

Jesus Verdejo 
is looking forward to his senior 
year where he expects to enjoy his 
science, math and Spanish classes. 
He is planning on participating 
in numerous clubs including the 
Chess Club, Robotics and Engineer 
Club and the Interact Club. Robot-
ics is particularly interesting to 
Jesus as he loves problem solv-
ing and hands-on activities. This 
coming spring Jesus may again participate in volleyball, a 
sport he has done since freshman year. Alternately, he has 
a budding interest in track and field, which may capture his 
attention and bring new experiences. Jesus is very much 
looking forward to seeing various colleges and narrowing 
down his choices. His goal is to finish Hand with a strong 
GPA and get into the college of his choice.

Malachi Dixon-Powel 
is a junior. He has been very active 
at DHHS earning excellent grades 
and contributing to several extra 
curricular activities. Malachi’s focus 
is on the arts. As a member of the 
Stage Crew last year, he worked on 
two plays: Alice in Wonderland and 
Les Miserables. He also participates 
in the Acting Club, Directing Club 
and the Art Club. Malachi’s interest 
in the arts extends to his classes where he has taken Digital 
Animation through the Computer Technology Department. 
Last year, Malachi participated in Peer Advocates, a program 
run by Madison Youth and Family Services, that helps 
students become more effective members of their commu-
nity by teaching them active listening and conflict resolu-
tion skills. He will continue his involvement as an alumni 
member this year. Malachi is looking forward to another year 
in Stage Crew, challenging classes and exploring various 
college options.

Delvantae Hutton, 
a sophomore, is happy to be 
returning to Madison, having had 
a great freshman year. As a ninth 
grader, he finished strong aca-
demically, made lots of friends and 
participated in 3 sports: soccer, 
basketball and track. This year, he 
is giving football a try and will con-
tinue with track for both the winter 
and spring seasons. Delvantae’s 
academic goal is to maintain an A average and be a strong 
contributor on all his sports teams.

Joshua Cabral, 
originally from the Dominican Re-
public, now hails from the Bronx. 
As a promising freshman, Josh is 
challenging himself with Daniel 
Hand’s Foundations of Engineer-
ing class where he can follow his 
passion for designing and building 
things. One of his career goals is to 
become a mechanical engineer. To 
round out his core classes, he will 
also take Digital Photography and Food and Nutrition. Josh 
also loves sports, particularly basketball. He is currently on 
the cross country team, which will certainly get him in shape 
and ready for the winter season on the court. Joshua would 
like to contribute to a basketball championship for Daniel 
Hand this year! On top of all this, Joshua plays the clarinet 
in the marching band. Look for him this fall on the football 
field at half-time. We are proud and pleased to welcome 
Joshua to the Madison ABC family.



Madison A Better chance, Inc.

In support of Madison A Better Chance and its work pro-
viding educational alternatives for minority youth, I (we) 
enclose my (our) contribution for the current fiscal year:

q  ABC Angel ($500 or more)

q  ABC Benefactor ($200 to $499)

q  ABC Patron ($100 to $199)

q  ABC Friend ($40 to $99)

q  Other Amount __________

q  ABC Alumni   __________

My company will supply a matching gift q YES  q NO

Enclosed is my company’s matching gift form q YES  q NO

Name:                                                                    

Email:                                                                     

Street:                                                                     

Town:                                 State:          Zip:           

Telephone:                                                              

I would be interested in volunteering in the following areas:

q Fund-Raising  q Academics

q ACT II Thrift Shop q Transportation

q Host Family  q House/Grounds

q Board of Directors

Please make your tax deductible donation payable 
to Madison A Better Chance, Inc. and mail to:

P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443

Madison A Better Chance is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your 
contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No 
goods or services are provided in exchange for your donation.

Madison A Better Chance, Inc.
“Opening the door to greater educational opportunities 

since 1970 in Madison.”

Visit our website for additional information
www.madisonabc.org

Website for National information
www.abetterchance.org

What Is the Role of DHHS?
Daniel Hand High School is very supportive of the ABC 
scholars. Over the years, ABC scholars have become an 
integral part of the school. They participate in music, 
theater, athletics, and other social and cultural activities 
that enhance their personal growth and contribute to the 
school and community. Each ABC scholar has a DHHS 
faculty member as an academic advisor. This advisor is an 
important guide during their academic development. Our 
scholars consistently achieve honor roll status, and many 
are elected to leadership positions while at DHHS.

Where Do the Scholars Live?
The Roby House on Durham Road is the scholars’ home away 
from home. It is a warm, comfortable, and secure place where 
they enjoy friendship, share meals, study, and sleep. A basketball 
game on the outside court provides a perfect outlet to unwind 
and release energy. Our experienced Resident Director, Dave 
Robinson, manages the day-
to-day household operations, 
seeing that rules are followed, 
chores are done, and curfew 
is met. David is a graduate of 
the Amherst A Better Chance 
program and an alumnus of 
Wesleyan College. We’re glad 
to have him! Victor Rios, our Resident Tutor now in his second 
year, has an associate’s degree from Housatonic Community 
College and a bachelor’s degree from Quinnipiac University. 
Together, Dave and Victor create a nurturing environment at 
the house and serve as role models for the scholars.

How Are ABC Scholars Chosen? 
Each candidate completes the 
application requirements of the 
National A Better Chance, Inc. 
program, which include testing 
via the SSAT or ISEE exams. 
Madison A Better Chance then 
selects scholars who have 
demonstrated strong academic 
skills and are well matched to 
succeed and take advantage of 
the educational, cultural, and 
social opportunities that our 
community offers. After candidates 
visit Madison, share time with current Madison ABC scholars 
and the resident staff, tour DHHS, and interview with Madison 
ABC Board members, the selection process is completed.

What Are Host Families?
Each ABC scholar has a volunteer host family from Madison 
with whom he spends at least one weekend each month. 
Typically, host families also have their own son or daughter 
who attends Daniel Hand High School. ABC scholars share 
in their host families’ lives and activities, from raking leaves 
in the fall to family trips during the school year. It is all part of 
getting to know each other and forming strong relationships 
that endure long after the scholars graduate. Over the last 
46 years, more than 65 families in Madison have shared the 
unique, life-changing experience of hosting an ABC scholar. 
If you are interested in learning more about ABC and possibly 
being a host family in the future, please let us know.

How Do We Fund ABC?
We fund the Madison A Better Chance program through local 
donations. While the ACT II Thrift Shop helps support the 
program, fifty-five percent of our budget comes through private 
contributions from individuals, businesses, religious institutions, 
and community organizations. Every tax-deductible dollar 
goes directly to support the program. The personal involvement 
and financial support of the Madison community are vital to 
the program’s success. Your contribution to Madison A Better 
Chance is greatly appreciated and needed to ensure the future 
of the program. 

community school programs. For over 50 years, A Better 
Chance has transformed the lives of young people of color 
through education, and has prepared thousands of students to 
take positions of leadership in American society. The mission of 
Madison A Better Chance is to provide academically-talented 
minority youth the opportunity to have an outstanding secondary 
school education in preparation for college. Their four year 

experience at a high school 
such as Daniel Hand gives 
them the skills they need to 
excel in college and assume 
positions of leadership and 
responsibility. Madison 
A Better Chance has an 
all volunteer Board of 
Directors that sets policies 
for the program and works 
to assure its success.

What Is the ABC Program? 
ABC stands for A Better Chance and is one of the oldest national 
organizations of its kind, helping minority youth achieve their 
potential through education. National A Better Chance Inc.’s 
program started in 1963, and the first scholars came to Madison 
A Better Chance in 1970. Madison ABC is one of National 
A Better Chance, Inc.’s most successful and longstanding 

Alumni Highlights

Anik Choudhury graduated from 
Madison ABC in 2002, and went on 
to attend Villanova University, where 
he earned a B.S. in Accounting with 
a minor in Finance. Since graduating 
Villanova in 2006, his professional 
accomplishments have included 
working for four years for one of the 
Big Four accounting firms, Deloitte & 
Touche. While there, he earned his 
CPA license, and worked on two suc-
cessful IPO’s (Coty, Inc. and Everyday 

Health, Inc.). He is currently working as a Manager of External 
Reporting at Time Inc. in Manhattan and resides in Queens, 
NY. Anik has maintained strong ties with Madison ABC as a 
member of the program’s Advisory Board since 2010.  

Daniel Hand High School

ABC Family Day 2015

Madison ABC Scholars, 
2015 – 2016 

Thank You 
Bill Stableford led the ABC 
Program for 10 years. His 
tenure as President will be 
remembered for both his 
strong leadership of the ABC 
Board of Directors as well 
as his devotion to our ABC 
scholars. He also worked 
diligently maintaining the building and grounds of the Roby 
House. An able speaker, he represented our program to the 
community with confidence and pride.   

Please support Madison ABC while you do your holiday gift 
shopping! AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you 
to support your favorite charitable organization every time you 
shop on Amazon, at no cost to you. Simply go to smile.amazon.
com and choose Madison ABC when you shop, and a portion 
of the cost of your purchases will be automatically donated to 
Madison ABC. Please share this with your family and friends so 
they can support us too!

Bill and Jomerro McMillan, 
ABC Alumna DHHS Class of 1972


