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Please join us Sunday June 1, 2014
7:30 pm at the Surf Club

Madison ABC Annual Meeting

This year we will have the pleasure of welcoming an exciting 
speaker, James Jones, the head basketball coach at Yale Uni-
versity. 

James, who just finished his 15th season at the helm of the Yale 
program, is one of the most successful coaches in Ivy League 
history. He is the longest tenured coach in the Ivy League hav-
ing been named Yale’s Head Coach in 1999. In his third season 
he guided the Bulldogs to a share of the league title. This year 
the Bulldogs had a 19-14 record and finished second in the CIT 
tournament. 

Yale has played in numerous prestigious tournaments under coach 
Jones, including the preseason NIT, the Coaches vs. Cancer Clas-
sic and the inaugural Guardians Classic. He has also shared his in-
sight with college basketball fans, serving as a guest analyst on the 
CBS College Sports Television Network on a number of occasions.

In addition to his coaching du-
ties, James is active in the New 
Haven community. Each summer 
he runs the James Jones Bulldog 
Basketball Camp. In 2002 he was 
the recipient of the President’s 
Award from the Greater New 
Haven NAACP at its 85th Freedom Fund dinner. He is an active 
member of several organizations, including the National Associa-
tion of Basketball Coaches and the Black Coaches Association. 

After James’ address we will have the pleasure of presenting our 
scholars returning next school year, Joshua Antwi, Nasir Williams, 
Jesus Verdejo, Malachi Dixon-Powell, and Shane Stanton, and 
introducing the new scholar who will join us this fall. We will con-
clude the evening with a celebration of the four years we have 
spent with our graduating senior, Asa Palmer.

ALL  ARE 

WELC OME

On a sunny Saturday morning in early May 2013, Madison ABC 
board president Bill Stableford took our 2012-2013 scholars to 
the Madison Green where they participated in a Madison Cares 
“Raise the Roof” house building event. Our boys spent the morn-
ing shoulder-to-shoulder with fellow Madison and shoreline resi-
dents, including other ABC volunteers, pre-constructing walls 
and painting house parts for later transport to New Haven where 
they were used in building Habitat for Humanity houses on Con-
gress Avenue. Our scholars participate in this community service 
event annually.

Madison ABC Scholars Give 
Back to the Community

“Raise the Roof”

The ABC crew at Habitat’s “Raise the Roof” event.



Asa, a senior, has had a great four years, academically, socially and 
sports-wise. He has played basketball all four years, participated 
in Show Choir for three years,and played volleyball for two years. 
His favorite course is Pre-Calculus, although he also enjoys Video 
Journalism, where he developed a talent for video editing. Next fall, 
Asa will be attending Wesleyan University, where he will be playing 
football and plans to study engineering. 

Josh, a junior, has had a very busy year, academically while still find-
ing time to participate in Show Choir, football and track. Josh works 
hard at his studies and enjoys the other activities as well. Show Choir 
was a highlight this year as the group placed second in a national 
competition. One thing that makes the competitions fun for Josh (be-
sides winning) is that he gets to meet new friends who are in other 
show choirs across New England. Josh and his host brother, Andrew, 
have been visiting colleges this spring to narrow down their selec-
tions. One school Josh is considering is Providence College.

Nasir, is a sophomore. He is a strong student who has really en-
joyed his classes this year, especially World Literature and Intro to 
TV Studio where he made a video about Superheroes. Nasir is very 
active in sports, playing football in the fall, basketball in the winter 
and volleyball in the spring. He shared that his most exciting game 
this year was during the basketball season where, at the buzzer 
against Wilbur Cross HS, he made two free throws to bring the 
game into overtime and an eventual victory. Nasir’s goals for next 
year are to play varsity basketball and maintain his strong grades as 
he thinks ahead to college.

As a sophomore, Jesus shares that he has really enjoyed his sec-
ond year at Madison ABC. He noted that it has been nice to be a 
returning student where everything is more familiar. Jesus enjoys 
spending time with the other scholars at the Roby House, but is 
very busy at school as well. Currently, his favorite classes are Span-
ish, and TV Studio, where he got to work on the Homeroom News. 
Jesus was on the fencing team over the winter quarter and he loved 
the intensity of the matches. Currently, Jesus is playing on the vol-
leyball team along with Asa, Nasir and Shane.

Shane, a freshman, finds Madison to be a friendly place, and 
shares that he has become good friends with his host brother. He 
has enjoyed many of the weekends at his host family’s home, and 
on trips to Boston and skiing in Vermont. Shane is a star math stu-
dent, receiving many accolades from his teacher as well as a math 
award. He is also an athlete. He played on the freshman football 
team in the fall and is playing volleyball this spring. Next year, he 
hopes to join the basketball team.

Malachi, a freshman, has enjoyed his first year at DHHS. He shared 
that he has met a lot of great people and made a lot of friends 
at school, especially through his Literature and Composition class, 
which he really enjoyed. Malachi has become very involved in the 
stage crew at Daniel Hand, building and painting sets and manning 
the spotlight at the spring musical, Beauty and the Beast, and set-
ting the lights for the Show Choir’s spring concert. This summer, he 
will bring these skills back home and run the lights at his church’s 
Sunday services. Malachi is also involved in the Art Club, the Ugan-
da Club and the Phoenix Literary Society.

Left to right: Malachi, Asa, and Shane (back row)
                     Josh, Nasir, and Jesus (front row)

Thanks to Local Businesses and Individuals
We thank the many companies and individuals who help make A Better Chance run smoothly and successfully 

throughout the year. The following is a list of some who have made a significant difference in the lives of our 
scholars and our program by donating goods or services this past year:

Madison ABC Scholars
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Kitchens by Gedney  Iselin Tree Experts Daltile Sales & Service Center
Thomas Petrick, DMD  Madison Earth Care Guilford Savings Bank
Scott Woodford, DMD Douglas Callis, DMD Shoreline Pediatrics
Paul Bennett, DDS  Jeremiah Long, DMD Bailey, Murphy & Scarano, LLC 
People’s United Bank Christie Sobran Designs College Matters
Country Sanitation Inc.  Madison Hoop Dreams  



Alumni News

Jomerro has helped establish a scholarship 
fund in conjunction with the Black Alumni 
Committee Class of ‘72’ of Wilson, NC. Schol-
arships are to be awarded annually to three 
deserving students, one from each of Wilson’s 
three high schools. Scholorship recipients are 
chosen based on their ability to be accepted 
by a college, junior college or university, ap-
pearance, poise, community involvement, fu-
ture plans, and an interview with the Selection 
Committee concerning something personal and 
significant that has motivated him/her to seek a 
college education. 

The first fund-raising effort was proudly sup-
ported by the Madison ABC community this year 
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with a raffle for Gas debit Cards. Madison ABC 
raised $1,000 to help Jomerro’s efforts in Wilson, 
his local community. 

Jomerro knows the value of a college education. He 
left his Wilson home in 1970 to join the first class of 
Madison ABC, graduating from DHHS in 1972. He 
graduated from Drew University in 1976 and earned 
his MBA from the Wharton School of Business in 
1978. He worked for many years for several large 
corporations in California before moving back to 
Wilson with his family. We value his continued in-
volvement in Madison ABC as a menber of the Ad-
visory Board and as a major contributor and strong 
supporter.

Focus on our Graduating Senior — Asa Palmer
Jean Card, Asa Palmer’s ABC host family mom, reflects on Asa’s 
four years in Madison and his importance to her family - from 
monthly host family weekends together to many other times when 
she, her husband, Rob, and their three sons did things with Asa 
that any family might do together. 

When we asked our three boys four years ago, “Do you want to be 
a host family to an ABC student,” the answer was “No.”

The dialogue that followed revealed trepidation on their part, three 
brothers, Three Muskateers, the “Card boys.” The younger two, Will 
and Mike were probably concerned that this new guy would come 
between them and Andrew, their older brother. As parents, we had 
ultimate faith that when you give, you get back far more in return. 
After more discussion, “no” turned into “yes” from the boys and we 
learned we would be Asa’s host family.

It has been clear from the first host weekend that Asa was meant for 
our family. Our license plate is 4BUOYS. We thought the fourth boy 
was Dad. Now we know it was meant to represent Asa. The instant 
love of sports and sports teams made fast friends of all of us. The 
jousting over Sox vs. Yankees and Patriots vs. Giants has been fun.  

And sports for the three boys hasn’t been solely as spectators. Asa 
has played football and basketball since his freshman year and has 
cheered on Andrew at baseball games. Asa and Will brought their 
height to the volleyball court and Asa was even a fan at Mike’s soccer 
games! The boys became each other’s biggest fans.

Asa’s relationship has never been just with Andrew, his classmate. In-
stead, there have been countless times when Asa’s laughter filled the 

house along with that of Will 
and Mike. Any worries Will or 
Mike may have had about feel-
ing left out never materialized. 
In addition, we have formed a 
special bond with Asa’s sib-
lings and his mom, Anita. The 
best time was a sleepover with 
Anita and all the kids - Maia, 
Eliel, Hakim and Nasir! How 
grateful we are to have Asa’s 
family as our friends.

Asa has shared his creative 
gifts with us as well. Besides 
doing well academically at 
Hand and receiving accept-

ance letters from many universities, he has been a joy to watch as 
an active member of Vibe, Daniel Hand’s award winning show choir.  
In his senior year he also became an adept film editor for the weekly 
news production at Hand and got to work side-by-side with Andrew 
in the Homeroom News class. In the fall, he will be attending Wes-
leyan University.
  
Recently we passed the ABC house and honked at the gang out on 
the basketball court. Asa’s big grin filled his face and Will and I both 
commented that having Asa in our lives has filled our hearts. It is 
impossible to sum up all we have received by having Asa in our lives. 
Now, four years since we first met Asa, if we ask ourselves if we can 
imagine our family without him, the answer is a resounding “No.” We 
love Asa very much. We have 4BUOYS.

ABC Alumnus, Jomerro McMillian, DHHS ‘72’, raises scholarship money for needy kids trying to get to college.



See the
Madison ABC spring 

newsletter inside. 

ACT II Thrift Shop

ACT II’s ABC Bike Sale
ACT II is also well known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions 
Club annual Flea Market on the Green. This year’s sale will be held 
on Saturday, June 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bikes for all ages and 
in very good to excellent condition are accepted year round. After 
being tuned by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at affordable prices.  
Please call ACT II to find out how to donate your gently used bikes 
in time for this year’s super sale.

The ACT II Thrift shop, 
a major supporter of 
the Madison ABC Pro-
gram, is celebrating 10 
years since it opened in 
July 2004. In addition to 
its significant support of 
ABC, ACT II also donates 
to other youth-related 
educational, humanitar-
ian, social and cultural 

concerns on local, national and global levels. Since its inception the 
following charities have benefited directly from ACT II’s gift-giving: 
Madison A Better Chance, Madison Foundation, Madison Community 
Services, Madison Cares (Raise the Roof) Habitat for Humanity, W.C. 
Scranton Library, Madison Food Pantry, Chamber of Commerce Read 
Aloud Program, DHHS Nite at Hand, DHHS VIBE, Warm the Children, 

New Strong Field, Lions Club DHHS Scholarship Fund, Madison Lit-
tle League, Friends of Madison Youth, Shoreline Youth Symphony Or-
chestra, Read to Grow, CLOUT Cares, Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, 
Madison Arts Barn, The Foundation for Prader-Willi Research, CT Burn 
Center for Children, American Red Cross Katrina, LEAP New Haven 
Fund, AmeriCares Philippines & Hurricane Sandy Relief, The Cove 
Center for Grieving Children. 

Donations of articles to the shop are accepted on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Suitable items to do-
nate include gently used housewares, furniture, jewelry, games, 
hardware, books, art, crafts, antiques and clothing and much more. 
A more complete donation guideline is available at the shop, or you 
may call 203.234.2815 for further information

The shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is open 
Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Madison Earth Care 
volunteers and ABC 
scholars transport 
bicycles to the Green.
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