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What Is the ACT II Thrift Shop?
The ACT II Thrift Shop, an important supporter of the 
Madison A Better Chance program, offers a wide se-
lection of quality and gently used merchandise includ-
ing housewares, antiques, music, furniture, games, toys, 
crafts, hardware, books, 
clothing, art and much 
more. There is something 
for everyone and the essen-
tials or treasures you might 
find are well worth a visit to 
the shop. Open Tuesday thru 
Saturday 10am – 4pm, ACT 
II is staffed by more than six-
ty volunteers. Donations are 
tax deductible and are received Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, 10am – 3pm. The mission of ACT II is to pro-
vide significant support of Madison ABC by contribut-
ing forty-five percent of the program’s operating budget. 
ACT II also donates to other youth-related educational, 
humanitarian, social and cultural concerns on local, na-
tional and global levels.

ACT II Thrift Shop
170 Boston Post Road
Madison, CT 06443

203.245.2815 • www.act2thrift.org 

What Are ABC’s Future Events? 
Annual Holiday Concert

Madison ABC will present its annual Holiday Concert 
on Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 5:30pm at the First 
Congregational Church on the Green in Madison. Once 
again we thank the Guilford Savings Bank, our concert 
sponsor. This highly anticipated event will feature many 
area performers, including Shoreline Chorale, organist 
Jeremiah Mead (DHHS ’17), SYSO, DHHS Encore and 
Guilford HS Voices. This event is open to the public; no 
admission is charged but there will be a free will offering. 
Since Madison ABC began in 1970, the Holiday Concert 
has been a way for ABC directors, scholars and staff to 
thank the community for its support.

ACT II ABC Bike Sale
Another popular event, the ACT II Thrift Shop’s ABC Bike 
Sale, will be held Saturday, June 27, 2015, at the Madison 
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.

Delvantae Hutton
Delvantae was born in Jamaica 
and moved to Brooklyn, NY a 
few years ago. Now, as a fresh-
man, Delvantae has joined the 
Madison ABC program with 
high expectations. He plans to 
get straight A’s in all his class-
es, and to play multiple sports 
throughout the year. He has 
already joined the freshman 
soccer team and hopes to play 
lacrosse in the spring. We wish 
him the best of luck.

Nasir Williams
Nasir comes from Bronx, NY, 
and is a junior. He is a strong 
student who enjoys an academic 
challenge. He is taking a number 
of advanced-level courses and is 
striving for high grades across the 
board. In the last two years, Nasir 
has been a significant contribu-
tor to the football, basketball and 
volleyball teams. This year he 
wants to concentrate on basket-
ball and be a significant factor on the varsity team. He willl 
be working out with the team this fall as he prepares for the 
winter season on the court. With that behind him, he will 
begin looking at colleges in the spring.

Joshua Antwi
Josh hails from Brooklyn, NY,
and is a senior at Hand. In ad-
dition to his academics, Josh 
participated in football, track 
and Show Choir during his first 
three years in Madison. This 
year will be no exception. He is 
aiming for lots of playing time 
on the varsity football squad 
and a winning season… maybe 
a trip to the State Finals? Anoth-
er of Josh’s goals is to get into the best college possible.  
This fall he will be filling out applications, focusing on 
medium-sized colleges in the New England area.

2014 DHHS Graduate
Asa Palmer, Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT.

Malachi Dixon-
Powell
Malachi, a sophomore, comes 
from Manhattan and is excited 
to be back in Madison. He will 
be taking a challenging load 
of courses this year, including 
Chinese. After school, Malachi 
volunteers with the Stage Crew 
and plans to work on both the 
fall and spring theater produc-
tions. He is a talented artist who last year applied his 
skills to developing sets for the spring musical. He was 
also the man behind the spotlight during each perform-
ance. We look forward to seeing his art work on the sets 
this year. Jesus Verdejo

A junior, Jesus comes from 
Bronx, NY. He is a serious stu-
dent who quietly, but steadily 
applies himself to his academ-
ics. As a result, his grades never 
disappoint. A bilingual speaker 
of Spanish and English, Jesus has 
enjoyed his Spanish classes at 
Hand where he has learned the 
more formal aspects of the lan-
guage and honed his writing skills. This year he is taking 
AP Spanish. While at Hand, Jesus has challenged him-
self athletically, taking on two new sports in his fresh-
man and sophomore years, fencing and volleyball. Both 
teams will likely have Jesus back this year. His college 
search begins in the spring with his first stab at the SATs 
and his first round of college visits.

Shane Stanton
Shane, a sophomore, has chal-
lenged himself this year with 
three honors-level courses and 
will be taking the first course in 
Hand’s engineering sequence. 
Even with this heavy academic 
load, Shane’s goal is to have 
the highest GPA among his 
Madison ABC peers! This fall, 
Shane is participating in the 
Hand basketball team after-
school workouts and hopes to make the Tiger junior var-
sity squad for the winter season. He is considering trying 
track in the spring.
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Madison A Better chance, Inc.

In support of Madison A Better Chance and its 
work providing educational alternatives for 
minority youth, I (we) enclose my (our) contribution 
for the current fiscal year:

q  ABC Angel ($500 or more) 

q  ABC Benefactor ($200 to $499) 

q  ABC Patron ($100 to $199) 

q  ABC Friend ($35 to $99) 

q  ABC Donor (up to $35) 

q  Other Amount __________

q  ABC Alumni  __________

q  Enclosed is my company’s matching gift form

Name:                                                                   

email:                                                                   

Street:                                                                   

Town:                             State:         Zip:               

Telephone:                                                             

I would be interested in volunteering in the 
following areas:

q Fund-Raising  q Academics

q ACT II Thrift Shop q Transportation

q Host Family  q House/Grounds

q Board of Directors

Please make your check payable to: 
Madison A Better Chance, Inc. and mail to:

P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443

Madison a Better ChanCe is a 501(C)(3) tax-exeMpt 
Charity. your ContriBution is tax-deduCtiBle to the 
full extent of the law. no goods or serviCes are pro-
vided in exChange for your donation.

What Is the Role of DHHS?
Daniel Hand High School is very supportive of the ABC 
scholars. Over the years, ABC scholars have become an 
integral part of the school. They participate in music, 
athletics, and other cultural activities that enhance 
their personal growth and contribute to the school and 
community. Each ABC scholar has a DHHS faculty member 
as an academic advisor. This advisor is an important guide 
as they go through their academic development. Our 
scholars consistently achieve honor roll status, and many 
are elected to leadership positions while at DHHS.

Where Do the Scholars Live?
The Roby House on Durham Road is the scholars’ home 
away from home. It is a warm, comfortable, and secure place 
where they enjoy friendship, share meals, study, and sleep. A 
basketball game on the outside court provides a perfect outlet 
to unwind and release energy. Our experienced Resident 
Director, Dave Robinson, manages the day-to-day household 
operations, seeing that rules are followed, chores are done, 
and curfew is met. David is a graduate of the Amherst A 
Better Chance program 
and an alumnus of 
Wesleyan College. 
We’re glad to have him! 
Together, Dave and our 
Resident Tutor create a 
nurturing environment 
at the house and serve 
as role models for the 
scholars.

How Are ABC Scholars Chosen? 
Each candidate completes the application requirements of 
the National A Better Chance, Inc. program, which include 
testing via the SSAT or ISEE exams. Madison A Better 
Chance then selects scholars who have demonstrated 
strong academic skills and are well matched to succeed 
and take advantage of the educational, cultural, and social 
opportunities that our community offers. After candidates 
visit Madison, share time with current Madison ABC 
scholars and the resident staff, tour DHHS, and interview 
with Madison ABC Board members, the selection process 
is completed.

How Do We Fund ABC?
We fund the Madison A Better Chance program through 
local donations. While the ACT II Thrift Shop helps 
support the program, fifty-five percent of our budget 
comes through private contributions from individuals, 
businesses, religious institutions, and community 
organizations. Every tax-deductible dollar goes directly 
to support the program. The personal involvement and 
financial support of the Madison community are vital 
to the program’s success. Your contribution to Madison 
A Better Chance  is greatly appreciated and needed to 
ensure the future of the program.

A Better Chance is to provide academically-talented minority 
youth the opportunity to have an outstanding secondary 
school education in preparation for college. Their four year 
experience at a high school such as Daniel Hand gives them 
the skills they need to excel in college and assume positions 
of leadership and responsibility. Madison A Better Chance 
has an all volunteer Board of Directors that sets policies for 
the program and works to assure its success.

What Is the ABC Program? 
ABC stands for A Better Chance and is one of the oldest 
national organizations of its kind, helping minority youth 
achieve their potential through education. ABC national’s 
program started in 1963, and the first scholars came to 
Madison A Better Chance in 1970. Madison ABC is one of 
National A Better Chance, Inc.’s most successful and long-
standing community school programs. The mission of 

Alumni Highlight
Shennell Antrobus, DHHS ’96, Union College, 
B.A., Sociology; University of Sydney, M.A., In-
ternational Studies; John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. M.A., Criminal Justice. Born in Brooklyn, 
NY, Shennell implemented 
and managed public relations 
campaigns for major corpora-
tions for seven years prior to 
his current role in law enforce-
ment. In his final year at John 
Jay, Shennell completed an 
internship with the New York 
City Police Department-Mid-
town South, Detective Squad. 
Since 2008, Shennell has been an officer with the 
United States Capitol Police. He started his career 
with the USCP at the Capitol Visitor Center, and 
then transitioned to the House Chamber Section 
of the Capitol Division. Most recently, he joined 
the Chief of Police Public Information Office. He 
has received Department commendations for his 
proactive police work within the Capitol Complex. 
In his free time, Shennell volunteers with organi-
zations in the DC area, trains for road races and 
participates in club sports.

What Are Host Families?
Each ABC scholar has a volunteer host family from Madison 
with whom he spends at least one weekend each month. 
Typically, host families also have their own son or daughter 
who attends Daniel Hand High School. ABC scholars 
share in their host families’ lives and activities, from raking 
leaves in the fall to family trips during the school year. It is 
all part of getting to know each other and forming strong 
relationships that endure long after the scholars graduate. 

Over the last 44 years, more than 65 families in Madison 
have shared the unique, life-changing experience of 
hosting an ABC scholar. If you are interested in learning 
more about ABC and possibly being a host family in the 
future, please let us know.

Visit our website for additional information 
www.madisonabc.org

Website for National information
www.abetterchance.org
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away from home. It is a warm, comfortable, and secure place 
where they enjoy friendship, share meals, study, and sleep. A 
basketball game on the outside court provides a perfect outlet 
to unwind and release energy. Our experienced Resident 
Director, Dave Robinson, manages the day-to-day household 
operations, seeing that rules are followed, chores are done, 
and curfew is met. David is a graduate of the Amherst A 
Better Chance program 
and an alumnus of 
Wesleyan College. 
We’re glad to have him! 
Together, Dave and our 
Resident Tutor create a 
nurturing environment 
at the house and serve 
as role models for the 
scholars.

How Are ABC Scholars Chosen? 
Each candidate completes the application requirements of 
the National A Better Chance, Inc. program, which include 
testing via the SSAT or ISEE exams. Madison A Better 
Chance then selects scholars who have demonstrated 
strong academic skills and are well matched to succeed 
and take advantage of the educational, cultural, and social 
opportunities that our community offers. After candidates 
visit Madison, share time with current Madison ABC 
scholars and the resident staff, tour DHHS, and interview 
with Madison ABC Board members, the selection process 
is completed.

How Do We Fund ABC?
We fund the Madison A Better Chance program through 
local donations. While the ACT II Thrift Shop helps 
support the program, fifty-five percent of our budget 
comes through private contributions from individuals, 
businesses, religious institutions, and community 
organizations. Every tax-deductible dollar goes directly 
to support the program. The personal involvement and 
financial support of the Madison community are vital 
to the program’s success. Your contribution to Madison 
A Better Chance  is greatly appreciated and needed to 
ensure the future of the program.

A Better Chance is to provide academically-talented minority 
youth the opportunity to have an outstanding secondary 
school education in preparation for college. Their four year 
experience at a high school such as Daniel Hand gives them 
the skills they need to excel in college and assume positions 
of leadership and responsibility. Madison A Better Chance 
has an all volunteer Board of Directors that sets policies for 
the program and works to assure its success.

What Is the ABC Program? 
ABC stands for A Better Chance and is one of the oldest 
national organizations of its kind, helping minority youth 
achieve their potential through education. ABC national’s 
program started in 1963, and the first scholars came to 
Madison A Better Chance in 1970. Madison ABC is one of 
National A Better Chance, Inc.’s most successful and long-
standing community school programs. The mission of 

Alumni Highlight
Shennell Antrobus, DHHS ’96, Union College, 
B.A., Sociology; University of Sydney, M.A., In-
ternational Studies; John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. M.A., Criminal Justice. Born in Brooklyn, 
NY, Shennell implemented 
and managed public relations 
campaigns for major corpora-
tions for seven years prior to 
his current role in law enforce-
ment. In his final year at John 
Jay, Shennell completed an 
internship with the New York 
City Police Department-Mid-
town South, Detective Squad. 
Since 2008, Shennell has been an officer with the 
United States Capitol Police. He started his career 
with the USCP at the Capitol Visitor Center, and 
then transitioned to the House Chamber Section 
of the Capitol Division. Most recently, he joined 
the Chief of Police Public Information Office. He 
has received Department commendations for his 
proactive police work within the Capitol Complex. 
In his free time, Shennell volunteers with organi-
zations in the DC area, trains for road races and 
participates in club sports.

What Are Host Families?
Each ABC scholar has a volunteer host family from Madison 
with whom he spends at least one weekend each month. 
Typically, host families also have their own son or daughter 
who attends Daniel Hand High School. ABC scholars 
share in their host families’ lives and activities, from raking 
leaves in the fall to family trips during the school year. It is 
all part of getting to know each other and forming strong 
relationships that endure long after the scholars graduate. 

Over the last 44 years, more than 65 families in Madison 
have shared the unique, life-changing experience of 
hosting an ABC scholar. If you are interested in learning 
more about ABC and possibly being a host family in the 
future, please let us know.

Visit our website for additional information 
www.madisonabc.org

Website for National information
www.abetterchance.org




