
Annual Holiday Concert
December 6, 2020
First Congregational Church
4:00 pm

Madison A Better Chance website:

www.madisonabc.org

National A Better Chance website:

www.abetterchance.org

Like us on Facebook!

Madison ABC Events
ABC Bike Sale
June 2021 
Town Green
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Annual Meeting
June 6, 2021 
Surf Club
5:30 pm

For additional information, or to donate today, visit:    www.madisonabc.org

Helping talented youths 
reach their potential 
through education



Andrew Onubogu, a sophomore from West 
Orange, New Jersey, is glad to be back 
for his second year in Madison. His classes 
include Honors Chemistry, Honors Literature, 
Honors Algebra II, and Philosophy. Andrew 
is drawn to history and language arts while 
math and science come to him most naturally. 

He’s particularly interested in development of the intellect and the 
processes that shape our individual thinking. He plans to continue to 
have an active voice with Diversity Club, run cross-country and track, 
and play basketball on the DHHS teams.

Mission 
To provide academically talented young men of color the opportu-
nity to have an outstanding secondary school education. Their four-
year experience at Daniel Hand High School gives them the skills to 
excel in college and beyond, preparing them to assume positions 
of responsibility and leadership in society.

Enrollment
Each year we seek to fill the house with up to six qualified scholars 
who are well matched to take advantage of the educational, cultur-
al, and social opportunities that our community offers.

History
Our first scholars came to Madison in 1970 so this year we are cele-
brating our 50th anniversary! Madison ABC is a community school 
program and one of national’s longest-running and most success-
ful programs. Our alumni, who have gone on to attend various 
colleges and universities, including Dartmouth, Middlebury, Tufts, 
and Wesleyan, remain in close contact, supporting and mentoring 
current scholars.

Staff
A resident director, resident assistant, and cook create and maintain 
a nurturing environment at the Roby House on Durham Road, the 
scholars’ home in Madison. 

Board of Directors
An all-volunteer board of approximately 30 members of the 
shoreline community sets policies for the program and works to 
ensure its ongoing success.

Host families
Each scholar is paired with a local family with whom he spends at 
least one weekend a month. Typically host families have a son or 
daughter who also attends DHHS. The strong relationships formed 
during their time here endure long after the students graduate.

Funding
The funding of our budget comes through private donations from 
individuals, local businesses, religious institutions, and community 
organizations. The ACT II Thrift Shop remains a significant contributor.

Daven Pelaez, a senior from Bridgeport, 
intends to set an example at the Roby 
House and hone the adaptation skills these 
unprecedented times require. His goals 
for the year include giving the college 
application process his all, keeping up 
his impressive academic record, and 

influencing positivity around him. Daven’s course load includes 
two literature electives—Race, Literature, and Culture; and the 
Bible—AP Physics, AP Macroeconomics, and AP Calculus BC. 
A four-year member of the DHHS varsity soccer team, Daven is 
looking forward to a strong and successful season. 

Terron John, a senior from Queens, 
aspires to take on greater responsibility 
at DHHS and in the Roby House. He has 
been actively involved in theater since his 
freshman year and hopes the postponed 
spring production of Cinderella will take 
place this fall. Terron completed a Long 

Island University film and broadcasting program this summer, 
which confirmed his interest in continuing to study these fields 
in college. His classes this year are Mandarin 4, AP Psychology, 
AP Literature, Physics, and Precalculus. Terron also hopes to play 
lacrosse in the spring.  

David Hampton, a junior from 
Bridgeport, acknowledges that this year 
is bound to be a different experience for 
him and his peers. He intends to make the 
most of it, rocking his academic reviews 
and contributing to the community. He 
is taking Chemistry, English, Algebra II, 

Mandarin 3, and Literature and Film. Mandarin, he says, remains 
his favorite subject; the latter, Literature and Film, the most 
challenging. David participates in Diversity Club and volunteers 
for ACT II Thrift Shop.

Hanley Tapia, a freshman from Methuen, 
Massachusetts, is happy to have joined the 
Madison ABC program and is enjoying getting 
to know his fellow scholars and the resident 
staff. A math enthusiast, he’s interested 
in business and looks forward to studying 
finance. He’s currently enrolled in Algebra I, 

Global Studies, Literature and Composition, Spanish 3, and Biology. 
Outside class, Hanley aims to join the volleyball, baseball, and track 
teams and start up a videogaming club.

Originally from South Pasadena, California, and 
raised in Dover, Massachusetts, Laura D’Aiello has 
been Resident Director at the Roby House since 
January 2017. A successful project manager for 
United Technologies prior to joining Madison ABC, 

Laura is a natural at running a high-functioning team of thriving 
students. She brings experience, wisdom, and compassion to the 
program on a daily basis. In her free time, Laura enjoys hiking and 
camping; she’s also an avid crossword puzzler and ACT II volunteer.

We are pleased to welcome Marvin “Tre” Baker III as 
the new Resident Assistant of Madison ABC. A 2020 
graduate of Mitchell College in New London, Tre was 
recruited to play basketball and majored in Sport and 
Fitness Management. Tre is from Pensacola, Florida; as 

part of a military family, he also lived in several other states and England 
while growing up. He is passionate about basketball, fitness, and working 
with young people. He is looking forward to getting to know our scholars 
and to serving as a role model for them.

Our Resident Director and Resident Assistant
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