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Please join us Sunday June 7, 2015
7:30 pm at the Surf Club

Madison ABC Annual Meeting

ALL  ARE 

WELC OME

Josh and his host brother Andrew are both part of the award 
winning VIBE Show Choir at DHHS. Josh joined VIBE his sopho-
more year, while Andrew joined his freshman year. Andrew is the 
only current member to have served four years, and he is also 
VIBE’s dance captain. Both members attended the Show Choir 
National Championship series at Lincoln Center in NYC last year, 
where VIBE placed second. VIBE was the Grand Champion at 

the Nutmeg Show 
Choir Champion-
ships this winter, 
including first place 
for Best Vocals, 
Best Choreog-
raphy and Best 
Show Design. 

This spring, VIBE 
traveled to the 
Show Choir Na-

ABC Scholar Josh and Host Brother Andrew 
Perform at Grand Ole Opry 

Please join us Sunday, June 7 at 7:30 pm at the Surf Club in 
Madison for the ABC Annual Meeting. This year we will have the 
pleasure of welcoming Frank Harris III, Professor of Journalism 
at Southern Connecticut State University. Mr. Harris has an M.A. 
from The University of Texas in Journalism and a B.S. from South-
ern Illinois University in Administration of Justice. Professor Harris 
has written for more than 50 publications over the past 25 years, 
including the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Trib-
une, Northeast Magazine, USA Today and, currently, the Hartford 
Courant. He is an award-winning columnist for the New Haven 
Register. He is the author and publisher of The Craft of Quoting 
and In My Own Words, as well as co-author of The Power of Free 

Expression in America. His research in-
cludes “The n-Word Project,” where he 
collects stories from Americans about 
their experience with the n-word. 

After Professor Harris’s address, we will have the pleasure of pre-
senting our scholars returning next school year, Nasir Williams, 
Jesus Verdejo, Malachi Dixon-Powell, Shane Stanton and Del-
vantae Hutton, and introducing the new scholar who will join us 
this fall. We will conclude the evening with a celebration of the 
four years we have spent with our senior, Joshua Antwi. ALL ARE 
WELCOME and we hope to see you there.

tionals in Nashville, 
and performed at 
The Grand Old Opry 
House. Show Choir 
Nationals is an op-
portunity to perform 
and learn by watch-
ing other exception-
al student artists. 
VIBE members ded-
icate full weekends 
throughout the year 
to choreography 
and competitions. 
In addition to regu-
lar daily rehearsals 
after school and on 
weekends, both Josh and Andrew worked diligently at fundrais-
ing to reduce participants’ costs for the trip to Nationals. 



Josh has had a very strong year academically. Currently, he is wait-
ing to hear about admission from a number of colleges including his 
top three choices: Providence College, Trinity University and Stonehill 
College. Josh is enjoying being a senior and has been very active 
with extra-curricular activities that have included football and Show 
Choir. This year’s Show Choir headed to the Show Choir Nationals 
in Nashville. Josh will be missed as he heads off to college in the fall.

Nasir, one of two juniors, has had a great year both academically and 
athletically. He has earned A’s in most of his classes and is a strong 
player on the Varsity Basketball team. Nasir is starting to look at a 
range of colleges from Columbia University in New York City to a lo-
cal favorite, Quinnipiac University. Nasir shared that he really enjoyed 
the Job Shadowing day with GE Capital and would someday like to 
study business management.

Jesus, also a junior, has 
had a successful year 
academically. His favorite 
course this year is Foun-
dations of Engineering. 
He especially enjoys the 
hands-on activities the 
course offers. Jesus has 
been involved with the 

Chess Club, Games Club and FBLA (Future Business Leaders of 
America.) This spring, he is on the volleyball team and hopes to play 
at the varsity level. In college, Jesus wants to study math and sci-
ence. He has not identified any specific schools yet, but would like 
to go to a small college in the Northeast. Jesus shared that he loves 
spending time with his host family and that their home is like a second 
home to him.

Malachi, a sophomore, has had a very busy year. He is getting 
strong grades in two honors courses (Biology and World Literature), 
has been on Stage Crew all year, and participated in a 10-week train-
ing program for Peer Advocates. Malachi said that the Peer Advo-
cates program has been very beneficial; he has learned a lot about 
himself and also developed the desire to help others in need. As part 

of the Stage Crew, Malachi 
helped to set the lights and 
build and paint sets. He 
is looking forward to this 
spring’s production of Les 
Miserables.

Shane, a sophomore, ex-
cels academically.  He par-
ticularly likes math and science. He is currently taking two honors 
courses, Biology and Geometry, but really loved Foundations of Engi-
neering, which he took in the fall.  One of Shane’s goals this year was 
to make the JV basketball team. He participated in informal practices 
with the team all fall and, after tryouts, learned that he had accom-
plished his goal! Shane is expecting to have an interesting summer 
– he has applied to programs in both Costa Rica and Spain. 

Delvantae, a freshman, feels that he has adjusted to his new environ-
ment and successfully met the demands of the academic program 
at DHHS. He has found the students at DHHS to be very friendly and 
has met a lot of friends through his host brother and through other 
activities. Delvantae shared that he loves hanging out with his host 
family and sharing family dinners. Delvantae made the soccer team 
this fall, and in one game, made the winning goal! Despite that, next 
year he thinks he may play football. This summer, Delvantae will go to 
Jamaica to attend his younger sister’s graduation, and he is hoping to 
attend a summer program at Columbia University as well. 

Thanks to Local Businesses & Individuals
We thank the many companies and individuals who help make Madison A Better Chance 
run smoothly and successfully throughout the year. The following is a list of some who 
have made a significant difference in the lives of our scholars and our program by 
donating goods or services this past year: 

Scholar Updates 
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Kitchens by Gedney  Iselin Tree Experts
Daltile Sales & Service Center  Thomas Petrick, DMD
Madison Earth Care Landscaping  Guilford Savings Bank
Scott Woodford, DMD   Douglas Callis, DMD
Edward Gleich, MD   Shoreline Pediatrics/ProHealth Physicians
Paul Bennett, DDS    Jeremiah Long, DMD
Bailey, Murphy & Scarano, LLC    People’s United Bank
Christie Sobran Designs  College Matters    
Country Sanitation Inc. Madison Hoop Dreams   
Scott’s Custom Carpentry

SAVE THE DATE 
Madison ABC Annual Holiday Concert

Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 5:30pm

First Congregational Church, Madison
Immediately following the Tree Lighting 

on the Madison Green
Featuring musicians from near and far, 

and a wealth of holiday cheer!

Madison ABC is now a part of

AmazonSmile is a simple and auto-
matic way for you to support your 
favorite charitable organization every 
time you shop on Amazon, at no cost 
to you. Simply go to smile.amazon.
com and choose Madison ABC when 
you shop, and a portion of the cost 
of your purchases will be automati-
cally donated to Madison ABC. Please 
share this with your family and friends 
so they can support us too!



After graduating from Tufts, Marvin became 
the Special Education Coordinator and a 
Lead Math Teacher at Brooklyn West Alter-
native Learning Center, a school designed 
to serve a transient population of students 
from Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island 
who are serving long-term suspensions 
for disciplinary infractions at their home 
schools. In addition to the academic pro-
gram, students are taught strategies aimed 
at resolving conflicts, development of social 
skills, and daily physical wellness activities 
to promote healthy social interactions and 
an awareness of their bodies.
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After leaving the BWALC in the summer of 2013, Marvin 
collaborated with two associates to open a new school 
in the East New York section of Brooklyn, Vista Acad-
emy. The Academy is built on the foundations of aca-
demic rigor and the explicit instruction of character. At 
Vista Academy, academics plus character equals true 
education, words coined by the late Dr. Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.  Marvin is the Dean of Academic Instruc-
tion and architect of the school’s high intensity math-
ematics curriculum. In addition to these outstanding 
accomplishments, in May 2015, Marvin will receive his 
Masters in Education Leadership degree from Columbia 
University, graduating Summa Cum Laude. He currently 
resides in the Bedford – Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. 

Focus on our Graduating Senior — Joshua Antwi 
by Brenda Graminski

It seems like just yesterday, after Hector (DHHS and Madison ABC 
Class of 2010) and Grace (DHHS ’10) graduated, when we ap-
proached Andrew and asked if he wanted to again be a host family 
for Madison ABC. Andrew was going to start his freshman year at 
DHHS, so it was the time. It took him about a week to respond, “I 
think we should do it. It’s a good thing!” It turns out it was one of 
the best decisions! I wouldn’t trade these 4 years for anything. Josh 
has been a member of our family from day one. At first, Josh was 
not much of a talker, and the poor guy was homesick as all get out 
as well. However, slowly but surely, we started to gel, especially the 
boys.

The very first host family weekend, the boys weren’t even at our 
house. Instead, they spent it together at the annual Hammonassett 
Youth Gathering, camping in tents and hanging out with over 600 
other youth from around New England. Then, Josh tried out and 
made it into the DHHS Show Choir, Vibe. Andrew was already a 
member, and this gave them something, a big something, in com-
mon! It’s been quite a fun ride since then.

One of the other great things has been getting to know Josh’s family, 
the Antwis. They are wonderful, and devoted to giving all five of their 
kids the best education they can provide. All of them attended some 

kind of alternative high school pro-
gram, and all have attended or gradu-
ated from college. Josh is their baby, 
and it was  especially hard to send him 
away at 13½ years old. They visit often 
and we have had many good times to-
gether at ABC events, football games 
(Josh played football too) and attending 
Show Choir competitions.

Jerry and I really enjoy Josh. Jerry 
seems to know the topics Josh will respond to in conversation, but 
both Josh and I are Tauruses, and I swear we have the same sense 
of the world. There have been quite a few situations where the point 
is lost on everyone else, but he and I just give each other a wink or a 
chuckle to let each other know we are on the same page. 

Andrew and Josh’s relationship has grown close. They really have 
each other’s back. They seem to know there is something special 
about the ABC experience. I get a kick out of their conversations, 
and sometimes even tear up at how close they are. It’s funny, but 
they really “get” each other. I am grateful for that because I know it is 
something Andrew will always cherish. I’m pretty sure Josh will too.

Marvin Walker, Madison ABC and DHHS 2005, Tufts University 2009.  
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What Is the ACT II Thrift Shop?
The ACT II Thrift Shop, an important supporter of the 
Madison A Better Chance program, offers a wide se-
lection of quality and gently used merchandise includ-
ing housewares, antiques, music, furniture, games, toys, 
crafts, hardware, books, 
clothing, art and much 
more. There is something 
for everyone and the essen-
tials or treasures you might 
find are well worth a visit to 
the shop. Open Tuesday thru 
Saturday 10am – 4pm, ACT 
II is staffed by more than six-
ty volunteers. Donations are 
tax deductible and are received Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, 10am – 3pm. The mission of ACT II is to pro-
vide significant support of Madison ABC by contribut-
ing forty-five percent of the program’s operating budget. 
ACT II also donates to other youth-related educational, 
humanitarian, social and cultural concerns on local, na-
tional and global levels.

ACT II Thrift Shop
170 Boston Post Road
Madison, CT 06443

203.245.2815 • www.act2thrift.org 

What Are ABC’s Future Events? 
Annual Holiday Concert

Madison ABC will present its annual Holiday Concert 
on Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 5:30pm at the First 
Congregational Church on the Green in Madison. Once 
again we thank the Guilford Savings Bank, our concert 
sponsor. This highly anticipated event will feature many 
area performers, including Shoreline Chorale, organist 
Jeremiah Mead (DHHS ’17), SYSO, DHHS Encore and 
Guilford HS Voices. This event is open to the public; no 
admission is charged but there will be a free will offering. 
Since Madison ABC began in 1970, the Holiday Concert 
has been a way for ABC directors, scholars and staff to 
thank the community for its support.

ACT II ABC Bike Sale
Another popular event, the ACT II Thrift Shop’s ABC Bike 
Sale, will be held Saturday, June 27, 2015, at the Madison 
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.

Delvantae Hutton
Delvantae was born in Jamaica 
and moved to Brooklyn, NY a 
few years ago. Now, as a fresh-
man, Delvantae has joined the 
Madison ABC program with 
high expectations. He plans to 
get straight A’s in all his class-
es, and to play multiple sports 
throughout the year. He has 
already joined the freshman 
soccer team and hopes to play 
lacrosse in the spring. We wish 
him the best of luck.

Nasir Williams
Nasir comes from Bronx, NY, 
and is a junior. He is a strong 
student who enjoys an academic 
challenge. He is taking a number 
of advanced-level courses and is 
striving for high grades across the 
board. In the last two years, Nasir 
has been a significant contribu-
tor to the football, basketball and 
volleyball teams. This year he 
wants to concentrate on basket-
ball and be a significant factor on the varsity team. He willl 
be working out with the team this fall as he prepares for the 
winter season on the court. With that behind him, he will 
begin looking at colleges in the spring.

Joshua Antwi
Josh hails from Brooklyn, NY,
and is a senior at Hand. In ad-
dition to his academics, Josh 
participated in football, track 
and Show Choir during his first 
three years in Madison. This 
year will be no exception. He is 
aiming for lots of playing time 
on the varsity football squad 
and a winning season… maybe 
a trip to the State Finals? Anoth-
er of Josh’s goals is to get into the best college possible.  
This fall he will be filling out applications, focusing on 
medium-sized colleges in the New England area.

2014 DHHS Graduate
Asa Palmer, Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT.

Malachi Dixon-
Powell
Malachi, a sophomore, comes 
from Manhattan and is excited 
to be back in Madison. He will 
be taking a challenging load 
of courses this year, including 
Chinese. After school, Malachi 
volunteers with the Stage Crew 
and plans to work on both the 
fall and spring theater produc-
tions. He is a talented artist who last year applied his 
skills to developing sets for the spring musical. He was 
also the man behind the spotlight during each perform-
ance. We look forward to seeing his art work on the sets 
this year. Jesus Verdejo

A junior, Jesus comes from 
Bronx, NY. He is a serious stu-
dent who quietly, but steadily 
applies himself to his academ-
ics. As a result, his grades never 
disappoint. A bilingual speaker 
of Spanish and English, Jesus has 
enjoyed his Spanish classes at 
Hand where he has learned the 
more formal aspects of the lan-
guage and honed his writing skills. This year he is taking 
AP Spanish. While at Hand, Jesus has challenged him-
self athletically, taking on two new sports in his fresh-
man and sophomore years, fencing and volleyball. Both 
teams will likely have Jesus back this year. His college 
search begins in the spring with his first stab at the SATs 
and his first round of college visits.

Shane Stanton
Shane, a sophomore, has chal-
lenged himself this year with 
three honors-level courses and 
will be taking the first course in 
Hand’s engineering sequence. 
Even with this heavy academic 
load, Shane’s goal is to have 
the highest GPA among his 
Madison ABC peers! This fall, 
Shane is participating in the 
Hand basketball team after-
school workouts and hopes to make the Tiger junior var-
sity squad for the winter season. He is considering trying 
track in the spring.
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Sale, will be held Saturday, June 27, 2015, at the Madison 
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.

Delvantae Hutton
Delvantae was born in Jamaica 
and moved to Brooklyn, NY a 
few years ago. Now, as a fresh-
man, Delvantae has joined the 
Madison ABC program with 
high expectations. He plans to 
get straight A’s in all his class-
es, and to play multiple sports 
throughout the year. He has 
already joined the freshman 
soccer team and hopes to play 
lacrosse in the spring. We wish 
him the best of luck.

Nasir Williams
Nasir comes from Bronx, NY, 
and is a junior. He is a strong 
student who enjoys an academic 
challenge. He is taking a number 
of advanced-level courses and is 
striving for high grades across the 
board. In the last two years, Nasir 
has been a significant contribu-
tor to the football, basketball and 
volleyball teams. This year he 
wants to concentrate on basket-
ball and be a significant factor on the varsity team. He willl 
be working out with the team this fall as he prepares for the 
winter season on the court. With that behind him, he will 
begin looking at colleges in the spring.

Joshua Antwi
Josh hails from Brooklyn, NY,
and is a senior at Hand. In ad-
dition to his academics, Josh 
participated in football, track 
and Show Choir during his first 
three years in Madison. This 
year will be no exception. He is 
aiming for lots of playing time 
on the varsity football squad 
and a winning season… maybe 
a trip to the State Finals? Anoth-
er of Josh’s goals is to get into the best college possible.  
This fall he will be filling out applications, focusing on 
medium-sized colleges in the New England area.

2014 DHHS Graduate
Asa Palmer, Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT.

Malachi Dixon-
Powell
Malachi, a sophomore, comes 
from Manhattan and is excited 
to be back in Madison. He will 
be taking a challenging load 
of courses this year, including 
Chinese. After school, Malachi 
volunteers with the Stage Crew 
and plans to work on both the 
fall and spring theater produc-
tions. He is a talented artist who last year applied his 
skills to developing sets for the spring musical. He was 
also the man behind the spotlight during each perform-
ance. We look forward to seeing his art work on the sets 
this year. Jesus Verdejo

A junior, Jesus comes from 
Bronx, NY. He is a serious stu-
dent who quietly, but steadily 
applies himself to his academ-
ics. As a result, his grades never 
disappoint. A bilingual speaker 
of Spanish and English, Jesus has 
enjoyed his Spanish classes at 
Hand where he has learned the 
more formal aspects of the lan-
guage and honed his writing skills. This year he is taking 
AP Spanish. While at Hand, Jesus has challenged him-
self athletically, taking on two new sports in his fresh-
man and sophomore years, fencing and volleyball. Both 
teams will likely have Jesus back this year. His college 
search begins in the spring with his first stab at the SATs 
and his first round of college visits.

Shane Stanton
Shane, a sophomore, has chal-
lenged himself this year with 
three honors-level courses and 
will be taking the first course in 
Hand’s engineering sequence. 
Even with this heavy academic 
load, Shane’s goal is to have 
the highest GPA among his 
Madison ABC peers! This fall, 
Shane is participating in the 
Hand basketball team after-
school workouts and hopes to make the Tiger junior var-
sity squad for the winter season. He is considering trying 
track in the spring.

Alumni News

Scholars Gaining Skills for Professional Success 
On November 4, 2014, all six Madison A Better Chance schol-
ars spent the day with business leaders at GE Capital in Stam-
ford, CT. This was an exciting opportunity for the scholars to 
learn more about the numerous aspects of this highly successful 
company. The scholars came away with a better understanding 
of opportunities, career paths, expectations and responsibilities 
relating to many positions and departments in GE Capital and 
similar companies. Many thanks to Madison ABC Board Member 

Bill Barker who drove and accompanied the scholars during this 
valuable experience. 

This spring, the scholars are involved in a multi-day public speak-
ing and presentation training program, tailored specifically for their 
needs and interests. This program is being funded by a generous 
donor, and will have a direct impact on the scholars’ ability to com-
municate effectively in many and varied settings. 



See the
Madison ABC spring 

newsletter inside. 

ACT II Thrift Shop

ACT II’s ABC Bike Sale
ACT II is also well known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions 
Club annual Flea Market on the Green. This year’s sale will be held on 
Saturday, June 27, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. After being tuned by 
ACT II volunteers, donated bikes for all ages are sold at affordable pric-
es. Please call ACT II to find out how to donate your gently used bikes 
in time for this year’s super sale. Madison Earth Care Landscaping, 
other volunteers, and ABC scholars transport bicycles to the Green.

The ACT II Thrift shop is 
a major supporter of the 
Madison ABC Program. In 
addition to its significant 
support of ABC, ACT II also 
donates to other youth-re-
lated educational, humani-
tarian, social and cultural 
concerns on local, national 
and global levels. Since 
its inception, the following 

charities have benefited directly from ACT II’s gift-giving: Madison A 
Better Chance, Madison Foundation, Madison Community Services, 
Madison Cares (Raise the Roof) Habitat for Humanity, W.C. Scranton 
Library, Madison Food Pantry, Chamber of Commerce Read Aloud 
Program, DHHS Nite In Hand, DHHS VIBE, Warm the Children, New 

Strong Field, Lions Club DHHS Scholarship Fund, Madison Little 
League, Friends of Madison Youth, Shoreline Youth Symphony Or-
chestra, Read to Grow, CLOUT Cares, Call to Care, Intrepid Fallen 
Heroes Fund, Madison Arts Barn, The Foundation for Prader-Willi 
Research, CT Burn Center for Children, American Red Cross Katrina, 
LEAP New Haven Fund, AmeriCares Philippines & Hurricane Sandy 
Relief, The Cove Center for Grieving Children and more. 

Donations are accepted on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Suitable items to donate include gently used 
house wares, furniture, jewelry, hardware, books, art, crafts, antiques 
and clothing. Complete donation guidelines are available at the shop, 
or you may call 203.234.2815 for further information. 

The shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is open 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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