Spring 2018 Newsletter
Volume 26, Issue 1
www.MadisonABC.org

FROM THE ROBY KITCHEN
TABLE
It’s hard to believe it has already been six months since we
all went to the Surf Club on the first full day of the new ABC
year; it feels like just yesterday. And yet it also feels like we’ve
been living together forever. This year brought a new Resident
Assistant, Andre Gabriel, and two new freshmen, Terron and
Daven, and everyone melded very quickly. Each scholar jumped
into the term with an activity—sports (and it has been a great
year for sports at DHHS!), acting in the school play, performing
in the band—and went on to join clubs and take advantage of
other school activities.
We also got new laptops this year! We kept the old monitors so
the scholars now have two screens, which means they can write
a paper on one screen and simultaneously conduct research on
Top: Andre, Laura, Charles
the other. The new computers are faster too, enabling the boys to
Bottom: Jordan, Daven, Delvantae, Terron, Josh
use their study time more efficiently. Everyone works hard during
the week with school, study hours, and chores, so it’s nice to spend time together eating delicious dinners prepared by our cook, Charles
Montefore; playing chess, video games, and air hockey; using the exercise equipment; and going to the movies or watching Netflix at
home. The basketball court has been getting a lot of use this year as well! It’s a joy to watch the kids all play together. We have twice gotten
together with the Guilford ABC girls for fun and food, which is as much fun for the adults as it is for the kids. The monthly community service
work the scholars do is so enjoyable and rewarding that they’ve told us that giving back will definitely be a part of their adult lives.
This has been a great year! Already we are excited to check the mail for Delvantae’s college acceptances, while showing Josh and
Jordan what they themselves will be doing soon enough. And we are interviewing potential new scholars, eager to see who will
join us next year. We have plans to attend a leadership summit at Wesleyan University and also see a show on Broadway with an
important message for all high school kids. Spring sports, new clubs, continuing to work at the Community Dining Room, and host
family weekends, which are always fun, are some of the things we’ll be doing. There is so much to do and time goes by so quickly.
We look forward to every day here at Madison ABC.

MADISON ABC ANNUAL MEETING—You’re invited!
Sunday, June 3, 7:30pm at the Surf Club
Our speaker for the 2018 Madison ABC Annual Meeting is Scott Burrell, head men’s basketball coach
at Southern Connecticut State University since 2015. Scott’s teams have thrived both athletically and
academically. He is well known in Connecticut as a UCONN legend and former NBA World champion who
played with the Chicago Bulls in 1998.
Scott Burrell

Scott remains the only athlete in professional sports history to be drafted in the first round of two different
sports. A three-sport scholastic standout at Hamden High School, he was drafted in the first round of the 1989 Major League
Baseball Draft by the Seattle Mariners (and drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays the following year) but enrolled at the University of
Connecticut instead, where he developed into one of the Huskies’ all-time greats.
After Scott’s address, we will celebrate the accomplishments of our current scholars, especially our graduating senior, Delvantae
Hutton. The meeting is open to the public; all are invited to come and learn more about this outstanding program.

FROM OUR GRADUATING SENIOR
Delvantae Hutton

The Madison ABC program sets out every year to bring in fine young men from the
NYC area to give them a shot at a better education. That was one of the first things
said to me during my interview for the program back in 2013. Then I didn’t know
where the next step in my life was going to take me but I had been told—if you
don’t take risks, are you even living? This new chapter in my life was a risk; namely,
the risk of being a minority in a mainly white town, living beyond the reality of the
average kid from Brooklyn, seeing different perspectives of places I had lived in and
loved so dearly, growing up and discovering myself away from my family along with
five other guys like me. It was accepting my role as one of the few African Americans
and breaking a lot of stereotypes and misconceptions that plenty of people believed
about African Americans, adapting to the social standards and culture of a place I
thought was possible only in movies. It was a risk worth it and well taken.
Freshman year was the official start of my new life and it was great. Everyone in the ABC
program, and the community, was very welcoming and accepting of yet another new
face from a completely different environment. I was welcomed by the Hughes, a great
host family, who wanted me to know I was one of their own from our first encounter.
I played soccer my freshman year because I wanted to try something new. Academically I encountered very different expectations. I
would put in the effort that would get me an A in middle school, but found that DHHS required a different level of work—manageable
but it required me to be more engaged to receive a high score. I had to learn this and apply myself to get better and do better. These
were the baby steps of my early experience.
I started to play football for Hand during the fall of my sophomore year and, in my opinion, that was the smartest decision I made.
DHHS football is more than just football; it’s about building the strong brotherhood bond that for Hand football teams has led to 12
state championships. It was worth every ounce of energy and stress that it required. I discovered that to be successful, we had to work
together as a unit. Our head coach this year, Coach Mastrionni, and a group of motivated seniors took it upon themselves to create
activities that would bring us closer as a team. We held each other accountable for our actions and no matter how hard things got, it was
ok because we were all going through it together; I had my brothers to lean on. I am proud to call myself and the rest of my brothers
on the football team 2017 Class L State Champions.
Finally, a more personal aspect of my ABC experience is the relationships I made in the house. Laura, Andre, and the house brothers
I’ve had—Shane Stanton, Josh Antwi, Malachi Dixon-Powell, Nasir Williams, Jesus Verdejo, Josh Cabral, Terron John, Daven Pelaez,
and Jordan Rivera—thank you guys for everything. We made it through some of the toughest situations together; I’ve learned so much
from each of you and thank you for the memories that I will carry to my grave. You all made this experience worth it.
I also want to give special thanks to the ABC Board of Directors and the community of Madison for making this happen. I also want
to thank CJ Gladstone, Mrs. Presti, Mrs. Judson, Momma K (Nurse K), Coach Filippone, Mr. Semple, Mrs. McGrady (another mom of
mine), Ben Schreiber, and Coach Davis. Please know, this is only a few who have touched my life in Madison, but thank all you guys for
being great mentors to me and helping me progress through this very important stage in my life.

ALUMNI NEWS
Kenneth “Esau” Sullivan graduated from DHHS as an ABC scholar in 1980 and went to Johns
Hopkins University to complete his undergraduate studies in 1984 with a B.A. in Quantitative
Science. After working as a Research Assistant and Computer Programmer for three years, Esau
began his graduate studies at the Medical College of Virginia/Virginia Commonwealth University
in the biostatistics department. He graduated in spring of 1992 with a Ph.D. and took a position
as a clinical trial statistician in a company in Maryland. In 1999 he accepted a position with Alcon
Laboratories in Fort Worth, TX.
He currently lives in Dallas and is head of Global Biometrics for Alcon. Esau is single, and enjoys
his large extended family. He loves to run and travel, feeling “fortunate and blessed” to have been
able to travel as much as he has. Esau was on the DHHS tennis team, but with so many distractions,
he gave up playing. He continues to tell himself “one of these days” he’ll get back to his one of his
favorite activities!

Kenneth “Esau” Sullivan

IN THE
COMMUNITY

Celebrating a successful football season

Helping to ensure that the annual Cove road race runs smoothly

Congratulating Terron on his stage debut

Prepping and serving up lunch at the Community Dining Room in Branford

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Tom Virgulto

We believe what sets Madison and Madison ABC apart is the warm sense of community we experience here on a daily basis.
Neighbors are more than just adjacent residents; they are people invested in one another and their town. They share a
commonality of purpose, aimed at being supportive of one another. The partnership that Madison ABC shares with both the
Town of Madison and Madison Public Schools is built upon this foundation. It may be trite to say that “it takes a village” to
maintain a program like Madison ABC; however, those words ring very true. Madison ABC exists through the dedication and
care of a great many members of this community, through official efforts as well as quiet and unheralded acts rarely known. We
are proud to be part of a community that opens its doors to those seeking opportunity, and look forward to your continued
support. On behalf of all affiliated with Madison ABC, we warmly say: Thank you, Madison!
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For additional information, please visit:
www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website
www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website
facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

ACT II THRIFT SHOP
The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison
ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related
educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global
levels.
Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For
guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.
ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time.
Please make checks payable to: Madison A Better Chance, Inc. and mail to
				
P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443.
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website: madisonabc.org
Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are
provided in exchange for your donation.

