
Helping talented youths 
reach their potential 
through education

Matthew Forrestine, a sophomore from Brooklyn, enjoyed traveling 
with his family this summer! He’s glad to be back in Madison and 

with his Roby House brothers; 
he’s equally enthusiastic about his 
teachers and courses in Biolo-
gy, American Literature, Human 
Behavior, Video Game Design, and 
particularly Geometry—Matthew 
considers himself a mathematician. 

He’s excited to try different clubs this year as well as return to the 
basketball and track teams. 

David Hampton, a sophomore from Bridgeport, is happy to be in 
his second year of the Madison ABC program. He did quite a bit of 

reading this summer and is feeling 
well prepared for his classes: Hon-
ors American Literature, Honors 
Geometry, Introduction to Human 
Behavior, Economics, and TV Pro-
duction II, for which he’ll deliver a 
Tiger Talk. David plans to continue 

playing unified soccer as well as participating in the Diversity Club.

Jordan Rivera, a senior from Brooklyn, will savor his fourth and fi-
nal year in Madison and at Daniel Hand High School. He’s looking 

forward to increased responsibil-
ity as a leader at Roby House as 
well as his upper-level courses: 
AP Literature, AP Psychology, 
Honors Physics, and Spanish 4. 
Jordan’s college applications are 
underway: he plans to attend 
a small to medium size school 

on the East Coast and major in English while pursuing a pre-med 
track. Outside class, he’s eager to continue writing for the school 
newspaper and participate in unified soccer and basketball.

Terron John, a junior from Queens, is delighted to be an upper-
classman and take on the rewards of this new role at DHHS and 

Roby House. His classes this 
year include Honors American 
Literature, US History, Studio 
Art, and Mandarin 3—his favor-
ite. He’s particularly intrigued 
by how context alters meaning 
in language. Terron will be 

involved with the school play again this fall and the lacrosse team 
in the spring. He’ll also continue to be an enthusiastic member of 
the DHHS Chess Club. 

Daven Pelaez, a junior from Bridgeport, aspires to serve as a 
successful role model for his peers. His ambitious academic load 

includes AP Chemistry, AP US 
History, AP Spanish, Honors 
Pre-Calculus, and Honors Amer-
ican Literature. He is a member 
of the Varsity soccer team and 
might try his hand at volleyball 
this spring. Daven looks forward 

to getting involved with the Uganda Club as well as helping to 
launch a new initiative, the Children’s Charity Club, at DHHS. 

Andrew Onubogu, a freshman from West Orange, New Jersey, is 
having great fun settling in at Roby House and learning more about 

Madison ABC. As a scholar-athlete 
also interested in music and the 
visual arts, he’s thrilled to have the 
opportunity to make all of these an 
integral part of his experience. This 
year, Andrew is enrolled in Honors 

Geometry, Honors Biology, Global Studies, Language Arts, and Span-
ish 3. He hopes to join the basketball and track teams, play cello, and 
explore abstract art through clubs.

Josh Cabral, from the Bronx, enjoyed a 
successful four years as a scholar in the Mad-
ison ABC Program. Josh is now a freshman at 
Muhlenberg College and has been accepted 
into the Emerging Leaders Program. He also 
made the basketball team and is in the Bow Tie 
Club (mentoring elementary schoolers) and Co-
munidad Latinx (promoting cultural awareness).
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Madison A Better Chance website:

www.madisonabc.org

National A Better Chance website:

www.abetterchance.org

Like us on Facebook!

Annual Holiday Concert
December 8, 2019 
First Congregational Church
4:00 pm

Madison ABC Events
ABC Bike Sale
June 2020 
Town Green
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Annual Meeting
June 7, 2020 
Surf Club
7:30 pm

For additional information, or to donate today, visit:    www.madisonabc.org

Mission 
To provide academically talented young men of color the opportu-
nity to have an outstanding secondary school education. Their four-
year experience at Daniel Hand High School gives them the skills to 
excel in college and beyond, preparing them to assume positions 
of responsibility and leadership in society.

Enrollment
Each year we seek to fill the house with six qualified scholars who 
are well matched to take advantage of the educational, cultural, 
and social opportunities that our community offers.

History
Founded in 1970, Madison ABC is a community school program and 
one of national’s longest-running and most successful programs. Our 
alumni, who have gone on to attend various colleges and universi-
ties, including Dartmouth, Middlebury, Tufts, and Wesleyan, remain in 
close contact, supporting and mentoring current scholars.

Staff
A resident director, resident assistant, and cook create and maintain 
a nurturing environment at the Roby House on Durham Road, the 
scholars’ home in Madison.

Board of Directors
All volunteer, approximately 30 members of the shoreline commu-
nity set policies for the program and work to ensure its ongoing 
success.

Host families
Each scholar is paired with a local family with whom he spends at 
least one weekend a month. Typically host families have a son or 
daughter who also attends DHHS. The strong relationships formed 
endure long after the students graduate.

Funding
The funding of our budget comes through private donations from 
individuals, local businesses, religious institutions, and community 
organizations. The ACT II Thrift Shop remains a significant contributor.
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