
We’ve been busy! We’ve cooked with Maya Bradstreet at Field 
House Farm, gone on an escape room challenge in New Haven, 
carved pumpkins for Halloween, attended the Uganda benefit 
concert at Daniel Hand High School, gone to an ABC event with 
other Community School Programs in Westport, attended the 
school play, Narnia, participated in a Stanley Tool event, attend-
ed the annual ABC Holiday Concert, chopped down and deco-
rated our Christmas tree, hosted a DHHS basketball team pasta 
party, joined the Guilford ABC girls for meals and to play laser 
tag, and attended Good Faith at the Yale Repertory Theatre. 

Our new Resident Assistant Director, Morgan Brozena, has 
been a great fit. An EMT and New Haven University field hockey 
coach, she is doing an outstanding job supervising study hours 
and teaching the scholars essential skills.  Besides keeping up 
with their studies, the scholars are active in sports, drama, band, 
and clubs. Matthew made the freshman basketball team and 
David joined the Diversity Club and Unified Sports. Terron had a 
role in Narnia and is playing lacrosse. Matthew, David, and Dav-
en are on the track team. Daven also played soccer, is a Peer Ad-
vocate and member of the Spanish Club, and he and Josh film 
games for DHHS Live. Josh was on the varsity basketball team 
and plays clarinet in the school band. Jordan is a Peer Advocate 
and works part-time for the DHHS janitorial services group.  

Community service is an important part of our program. The 
scholars handed out t-shirts and directed runners and walkers 

at the annual Race for the Cove; they continue to prepare and 
serve meals at the Community Dining Room in Branford, earning 
praise for their hard work.  

College visits have included trips to Bard, William Smith, Ithaca, 
Syracuse, Sarah Lawrence, Worcester Polytechnic, and Drew. 
Representatives from the University of Miami and Gettysburg 
joined us for dinner and the scholars heard firsthand what these 
schools look for in prospective students. Josh has been accepted 
to seven colleges and will hear from others before he makes his 
final decision.  

We look forward to the rest of the year, continuing community 
service, more college visits, and other fun and educational 
activities.

Back: Laura, Terron, Matthew, David, Morgan. Front: Jordan, Josh, Daven

Our speaker for the 2019 Madison ABC 
Annual Meeting is Matt Jackson, 
Director of Development at Friends 
School Haverford in Pennsylvania. 
Matt has worked as an educator for 

16 years in Dallas and New York City after working for GE, 
Goldman Sachs, and UBS Warburg earlier in his career. Matt 
earned a B.A. in History from Amherst College and a Master’s 
in Education with a focus on Educational Technology from 

Pepperdine University. Matt engages his students to examine 
history through primary source material and to view history as 
the starting point for larger discussions about the role each of 
us plays in society.

After Matt’s address, we will celebrate the accomplishments 
of our current scholars, especially our graduating senior, Josh 
Cabral. The meeting is open to the public; all are invited to 
come and learn more about this outstanding program. 

Madison ABC Annual Meeting—You’re invited!
Sunday, June 2, 7:30 pm at the Surf Club
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The ABC program gives kids from low-income families a 
chance at a better education and exposes them to new envi-
ronments. Being both Hispanic and coming from the Bronx, 
I know the average kid from the city does not receive the op-
portunities I have been given in Madison. My freshman year I 
didn’t know what to expect. Having to be my own advocate, 
away from my parents and my comfort zone, frightened me. 
However, I wanted a change of scenery and a chance to see 
what other things were “out there.” It was a big risk, but I can 
now say with certainty it was a great decision.

I was a bit homesick at first but the community and the peo-
ple in the program welcomed me with open arms and were 
there to ensure that everything would be alright. My host 
family, the McGearys, helped my transition the most. 

Basketball has been my main focus and biggest passion. 
Aside from my junior year, the team has not had much luck 
in the regular season or postseason play but I commend my 
teammates and coaches for never losing hope and always 
giving the best of themselves. It was fun being part of the 
team and there are many memories and experiences that I 
will carry with me forever. I have also enjoyed being in the 
marching and concert bands. Playing during the football 
games on a packed field near the ocean has been great. My 
most memorable experience was the band Disney trip. Com-
munity service, summer programs, clubs, cross country, and 
track are some of my other activities as an ABC scholar.

When the freshmen arrived this year, I realized that my level 
of responsibility had to change. It was my turn to make the 

tough decisions and be a role model for all the underclass-
men. Being in the ABC program has developed my leader-
ship skills, my sense of responsibility, and, most importantly, 
made me adaptable to different circumstances.

Thinking about college, I hope to major in Business. I have 
already been accepted to all three of my early action schools 
and am waiting to hear from others. 

Special thanks to my parents and family for always being 
there for me and making me the person I am, to Laura 
D’Aiello, Morgan Brozena, Andre Gabriel, and my 
brothers—Delvantae Hutton, Jordan Rivera, Nasir Williams, 
Shane Stanton, Malachi Dixon-Powell, Jesus Verdejo, Daven 
Pelaez, Terron John, Matthew Forrestine, and David 
Hampton.  I also want to thank the Madison ABC Board of 
Directors, CJ Gladstone, Betsy Morgan, Marcy Beatty, Nurse 
K, and Mrs. McGrady. All have been a part of my life since I 
arrived in Madison and I could not be more thankful. 

From Our Graduating Senior:

Shaquan Huntt ’09 was raised in the 
Bronx by a single mother who en-
couraged Shaquan and his siblings to 
reach for the highest possible goals. 
He attended a K-8 program at a local 
Baptist church. His teachers there 
encouraged him to apply to ABC. 

In Madison, Shaquan was perfectly 
matched with his host family, the 
Gladstones. He appreciated his 

teachers at DHHS and was active in Peer Advocates, Track & 
Field, and Show Choir. He also worked for the Madison Flower 
Shop his junior and senior years. 

After DHHS, he attended Colby College. There he became a 
student leader, involved in numerous clubs and activities, and 
received the Division of Student Affairs Award for Diversity and 
Human Difference. He also gave a TED talk (A Wakeup Call: 
Shaquan Huntt at TEDxColby College) on his transition from 
high school to his first year in college, and the importance of 
prioritizing his academic needs and social life. He graduated 
from Colby with a dual degree in Psychology and Philosophy. 
His younger brother, Asa Palmer, also attended DHHS as an 
ABC scholar and will graduate from Wesleyan University in May.  

Shaquan is currently enrolled at Fordham University School of 
Law. He will graduate in May 2020 and plans to be a litiga-
tor. Shaquan truly believes Madison ABC gave him a better 
chance to be successful in life.

Alumni News

Josh Cabral

Josh Cabral

Shaquan Huntt ’09
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In the Community

Greeting 
patrons at 
the Annual 
ABC Holiday 
Concert

Pitching in at the Run for 
the Cove road race

Matthew and host dad Kevin 
chopping wood for winter

Attending the theater

Talking with Good Faith cast member 
Laura Heisler

Preparing dinner at Field House Farm 

Reorganizing the Community Dining Room storage space

David 
celebrating 
the holidays with 
host brothers 
Noah and Aden



The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of 
Madison ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other 
youth-related educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, 
national, and global levels. Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are 
accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For guidelines, please stop by the shop, 
call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

Madison ABC is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea 
Market on the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 22, 9–3. Please call (203) 
988-7139 or (203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II Thrift Shop and 
ABC Bike Sale
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guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on 
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very 
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned 
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call 
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time. 
Please make checks payable to:  Madison A Better Chance, Inc.  and mail to 
            P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443. 
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website:  madisonabc.org 

Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are 
provided in exchange for your donation.

For additional information, please visit:

www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website

www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website

facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance
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