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ACT II ABC Bike Sale

Another popular event, the ACT II Thrift Shop’s ABC Bike
Sale, will be held Saturday, June 25, 2016, at the Madison
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.

Josh Antwi, Wheaton College, Norton, MA

The ACT II Thrift Shop is a major supporter of the Madison
ABC Program. In addition to its significant support of ABC,
ACT II also donates to other youth-related educational, humanitarian, social and cultural concerns on local, national
and global levels. Since its inception, the following charities
have benefited directly from ACT
II’s gift-giving: Madison A Better
Chance, Madison Foundation,
Madison Community Services, Madison Cares (Raise the Roof) Habitat
for Humanity, E.C. Scranton Library,
Madison Food Pantry, Chamber of
Commerce, Read Aloud Program,
DHHS Nite In Hand, DHHS VIBE, Warm the Children, New
Strong Field, Lions Club, DHHS Scholarship Fund, Madison
Little League, Friends of Madison Youth, Shoreline Youth
Symphony Orchestra, Read to Grow, CLOUT Cares, Call to
Care, Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, Madison Arts Barn, The
Foundation for Prader-Willi Research, CT Burn Center for
Children, American Red Cross Katrina, LEAP New Haven
Fund, AmeriCares Philippines and Hurricane Sandy Relief,
The Cove Center for Grieving Children and more.
Donations are accepted on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Suitable items to
donate include house wares, furniture, jewelry, hardware,
books, art, crafts, antiques and clothing. Complete donation guidelines are available at the shop, or you may call
203.234.2815 for further information.
The shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is open
Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

What Are ABC’s Future Events?

Annual Holiday Concert

a senior, is excited about beginning
the college application process. He
plans to pursue a degree in business management, and to prepare
himself he is currently taking AP
Macroeconomics and Marketing.
This fall he will be taking the SATs,
ACTs and writing the Common
Application. He expects visiting
prospective colleges and beginning
the selection process will be more fun! Over his three years
at DHHS, Nasir has been an important contributor to both
the JV and varsity basketball teams. He is also a key player
on the varsity volleyball team, but basketball is his passion.
Nasir spent the summer working out and honing his shot.
He will be doing the same this fall during informal workouts
with other Hand basketball team members. We wish him
the best of luck as he pursues challenging academics and
sports commitments this year.

What Are ABC’s Future Events?

Annual Holiday Concert

Nasir Williams,

Jesus Verdejo

is looking forward to his senior
year where he expects to enjoy his
science, math and Spanish classes.
He is planning on participating
in numerous clubs including the
Chess Club, Robotics and Engineer
Club and the Interact Club. Robotics is particularly interesting to
Jesus as he loves problem solving and hands-on activities. This
coming spring Jesus may again participate in volleyball, a
sport he has done since freshman year. Alternately, he has
a budding interest in track and field, which may capture his
attention and bring new experiences. Jesus is very much
looking forward to seeing various colleges and narrowing
down his choices. His goal is to finish Hand with a strong
GPA and get into the college of his choice.

The shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is open
Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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and plans to round that out with a
course in Creative Film. Working
with our college counselor, Shane
will begin exploring various college options this year, and may visit
some top choices this spring. In the
meantime, he will work out with the JV basketball team this
fall in preparation for the season. Shane’s dream is to earn
time on the varsity basketball team. With enough practice,
we are confident he can meet this goal! In the spring, Shane
plans to pursue track and field to stay in shape and win
some medals!

What Is the ACT II Thrift Shop?

Madison ABC will present its annual Holiday Concert on
Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 5:30pm at the First Congregational Church on the Green in Madison immediately
following the holiday tree lighting on the Green. Once
again we thank the Guilford Savings Bank, our concert
sponsor. This highly anticipated event will feature many area
performers, including Shoreline Chorale, organist Jeremiah
Mead (DHHS 17), Shoreline Youth Symphony Orchestra,
DHHS Encore and Guilford HS Voices. This event is open
to the public. No admission is charged, but there will be a
free will offering. Since Madison ABC began in 1970, the
Holiday Concert has been a way for ABC directors, scholars
and staff to thank the community for its support.

Donations are accepted on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Suitable items to
donate include house wares, furniture, jewelry, hardware,
books, art, crafts, antiques and clothing. Complete donation guidelines are available at the shop, or you may call
203.234.2815 for further information.

manitarian, social and cultural concerns on local, national
and global levels. Since its inception, the following charities
have benefited directly from ACT
II’s gift-giving: Madison A Better
Chance, Madison Foundation,
Madison Community Services, Madison Cares (Raise the Roof) Habitat
for Humanity, E.C. Scranton Library,
Madison Food Pantry, Chamber of
Commerce, Read Aloud Program,
DHHS Nite In Hand, DHHS VIBE, Warm the Children, New
Strong Field, Lions Club, DHHS Scholarship Fund, Madison
Little League, Friends of Madison Youth, Shoreline Youth
Symphony Orchestra, Read to Grow, CLOUT Cares, Call to
Care, Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, Madison Arts Barn, The
Foundation for Prader-Willi Research, CT Burn Center for
Children, American Red Cross Katrina, LEAP New Haven
Fund, AmeriCares Philippines and Hurricane Sandy Relief,
The Cove Center for Grieving Children and more.
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Madison ABC will present its annual Holiday Concert on
Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 5:30pm at the First Congregational Church on the Green in Madison immediately
following the holiday tree lighting on the Green. Once
again we thank the Guilford Savings Bank, our concert
sponsor. This highly anticipated event will feature many area
performers, including Shoreline Chorale, organist Jeremiah
Mead (DHHS 17), Shoreline Youth Symphony Orchestra,
DHHS Encore and Guilford HS Voices. This event is open
to the public. No admission is charged, but there will be a
free will offering. Since Madison ABC began in 1970, the
Holiday Concert has been a way for ABC directors, scholars
and staff to thank the community for its support.

ACT II ABC Bike Sale

Another popular event, the ACT II Thrift Shop’s ABC Bike
Sale, will be held Saturday, June 25, 2016, at the Madison
Lion’s Club annual flea market on the Madison Green.
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Josh Antwi, Wheaton
College,
Norton, MA
Malachi
Dixon-Powell
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA

What Is the ABC Program?

ABC stands for A Better Chance and is one of the oldest
national organizations of its kind, helping young people of
color achieve their potential through education. National A
Better Chance Inc.’s program started in 1963, and the first
scholars came to Madison A Better Chance in 1970. Madison
ABC is one of national A Better Chance’s most successful and
longstanding community school programs. A Better Chance
has transformed the lives of young people of color through
education, and has prepared its scholars to take positions of
leadership and responsibility in American society. The mission of Madison A Better Chance is to provide academically
talented young people the opportunity to have an outstanding secondary school education in preparation for college.
Their four-year experience at Daniel Hand High School gives
them the skills to excel in college and beyond. Madison ABC
has an all-volunteer Board of Directors that sets policies for
the program and works to assure its success.

How Are ABC Scholars Chosen?

Each candidate completes the application requirements
of the National A Better Chance Inc. program, which include testing via the SSAT or ISEE exams. Madison A Better Chance then selects scholars who have demonstrated
strong academic skills and are well matched to succeed and
take advantage of the educational, cultural, and social opportunities that our community offers. After candidates visit
Madison, share time with current Madison ABC scholars and
the resident staff, tour DHHS, and interview with Madison
ABC Board members, the selection process is completed.

What Are Host Families?

Each ABC scholar has a volunteer host family in Madison with
whom he spends at least one weekend a month. Typically,
host families also have a son or daughter who attends Daniel
Hand High School. ABC scholars share in their host families’
lives and activities, from raking leaves in the fall to taking family trips during the school year. It is all part of getting to know
each other and forming strong relationships that endure long
after the scholars graduate. Over the last 47 years, more than
65 families in Madison have shared the unique, life-changing
experience of hosting an ABC scholar. If you are interested in
learning more about ABC and becoming a host family in the
future, please let us know: admin@madisonabc.org

What Is the Role of DHHS?

Daniel Hand High School is very supportive of the ABC
scholars, who have become an integral part of the school.
They participate in music, theater, athletics, and other social
and cultural activities that enhance their personal growth
and contribute to the school and community.
Each ABC scholar has a DHHS faculty member as an academic advisor. This advisor is an important guide during
their academic development. Our scholars consistently
achieve honor roll status, and many are elected to leadership positions while at DHHS.

Josh Cabral, a junior from

the Bronx, is happy to be an upperclassman at both Daniel Hand
High School and in the Roby
House. His rigorous course load
this year includes U.S. History,
Algebra II, Chemistry, and Honors Spanish 4.

Josh plays on the Hand basketball team and is actively conditioning this fall. He also continues to play clarinet with the Marching Band and is keeping
his fingers crossed that the group will travel to New Orleans
his senior year!

Delvantae Hutton, a senior
from Brooklyn, is deepening
his understanding of different
perspectives and approaches to
learning. His current classes include AP Psychology; Race, Literature, and Culture; Statistics; and
Drawing Design. As he moves
through the college search process, Delvantae is considering
Emerging Media Production and
Design Development as major
fields of study.
He is an integral member of the Madison Tigers football
team and looks forward to becoming involved with Peer
Advocates, a program run by Madison Youth and Family
Services.

Terron

John, a freshman
from Queens, is pleased to be
a part of the Madison ABC program. He is excited about all of
his classes—Mandarin, Algebra
I, Moviemaking, Global Studies,
and Integrated Science—and is
particularly looking forward to
learning a new language and to
creating his own short films.

Terron is interested in theater
and will make his debut on the DHHS stage in this fall’s
production of Cheaper by the Dozen. We are delighted to
welcome Terron into the Madison ABC family.

Daven Pelaez, a freshman

from Bridgeport, is having a fine
start to the school year and life
at Roby House. His classes are
keeping him busy: he is taking
English, Honors Biology, Spanish
3, and Health this fall. Math is his
favorite subject and he is eager to
begin Geometry next trimester.
Daven plays midfield and wing on
the DHHS freshmen soccer team and
enjoys the camaraderie both on and off the field. He also plays
guitar and hopes to find time to add music to his schedule. We
are so pleased to welcome Daven to the Madison ABC family.

Jordan Rivera, a sophomore
from Brooklyn, is happy to be in
his second year of high school
and the Madison ABC program.
This fall he is taking Biosystems,
Geography, Honors Literature,
and Piano 2. An artist at heart, he
particularly enjoys reading and
writing fiction and making music.
Jordan joined the Daniel Hand
High School cross-country team
this season and is having fun bonding with the other runners. A chess fan, he also looks forward to becoming a
member of the Chess Club.

ALUMNI NEWS
Jomerro MacMillian has the
distinction of being among the
first to graduate from DHHS as
an ABC scholar in 1972! Jomerro
then earned a degree in economics from Drew University in 1976,
and an MBA from the University
of Pennsylvania Wharton School
of Business in 1978. He is currently
CFO for Opportunities Industrialization Center, Inc., providing education, training development, and healthcare for
the indigent population of Nash and Edgecombe Counties
in North Carolina. Working with the Black Alumni Class of
1972 in Wilson, North Carolina, Jomerro established an annual college scholarship fund awarded to deserving scholars
from each of Wilson’s three high schools. He is a member
of our Advisory Board and a strong supporter of Madison
ABC. Jomerro lives with his wife, Paula, and their daughter,
Rebecca, a recent graduate of Johnson & Wales.

