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From

The Roby
Kitchen Table
The 2019–20 school year was as busy as ever. Our Scholars were all
involved in school as well as community activities until March 12,
when our normal routines came to a rather abrupt halt (see From
Our President). Jordan regularly volunteered at ACT II. Terron was
involved in indoor lacrosse, backstage crew for both the school play
and VIBE, and Art Club. Daven, after the soccer season, was on
the indoor track team, David was active in the Diversity Club, and
Andrew was on the freshman basketball team.
Besides eating meals together prepared by our cook, Charles, and
attending study hours overseen by our tutor, Morgan, the Scholars
went to the movies, enjoyed the Guilford and Durham fairs, attended the Daniel Hand High School play, Canterbury Tales, carved Halloween pumpkins, and managed to make their way out of an escape
room. They also attended the February Guilford ABC concert by Mo
Pleasure. All enjoyed last year’s cooking class with Maya Bradstreet
at Field House Farm so much that they took another class with her
and learned how to make more delicious, nutritious food.

Clockwise, from far left: Laura, Andrew, Daven, David, Morgan, Jordan, Terron

The Scholars continued to give back by volunteering at the Race for
the Cove and each month preparing food for the Community Dining
Room in Branford. Our senior, Jordan, has received several college
acceptances and will be making his choice soon. Our juniors visited
various colleges including Salve Regina, Williams, and Vassar, and a
Tufts representative came to Roby House for dinner.

From Our President
Dear Madison ABC Family:
I hope that every one of you is staying safe and healthy, and observing the “shelter in place” rules that have been implemented
locally. We are all in the midst of unprecedented times, faced with
choices and decisions we never dreamed we would need to make.
To those first responders and healthcare professionals among you,
please accept our heartfelt thanks and appreciation. You are our
first line of defense against this virus, and we cannot be prouder of
your efforts. You are all in our thoughts, hopes, and prayers.
In early March, we all became aware of the serious ramifications
that Covid-19 began to impart upon each of our lives. Presented
with the risks this virus brought, we made the decision on Thursday, March 12 to send our Scholars home. Soon thereafter, all of
Connecticut’s schools were shuttered. Governor Lamont recently
confirmed that Connecticut schools will not reopen this spring but
will carry on with distance learning until the end of this school year..
For a program like ABC, this scenario has caused many challenges and adjustments never anticipated. Thankfully, the school

district has implemented a solid remote learning curriculum that is
enabling our students to continue their academic pursuits, albeit
in a vastly different manner. However, activities such as sports,
theater, and band, just to name a few, have been lost for the year.
Our resident Staff and Board have remained in contact with the
ABC Scholars, ensuring that they continue to meet their academic
responsibilities in a manner commensurate with the legacy of the
Madison ABC program. We are very proud of these young men
and their efforts during this difficult time of loss.
While this crisis has affected the day-to-day functions of this
program, it impacts ABC in other, more visible ways as well. Our
Annual Meeting has been postponed, indefinitely. This function
usually serves as a fitting end to our academic year and allows us
to highlight the accomplishments of our Scholars. It also grants an
opportunity to celebrate those Scholars graduating in June. Unfortunately, we will be unable to enjoy such festivities this spring. We
are hoping to find a suitable alternative either in later summer or
autumn, depending upon how the present crisis proceeds. Please
keep an eye out for that subsequent announcement.
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Jordan
Rivera
Choosing to join the Madison ABC program was easily the biggest decision that
I’ve made to date. When I first arrived at
the Roby House at 14 years old, I had no
idea what to expect. I was in an entirely
different world and wasn’t sure how to
navigate it; 3 and ½ years later, I’ve become a different person from who I was
then. Granted, it took time to adjust and
I had to overcome some shock. Over the
years, though, I’ve learned many things
both inside and outside the house. On
the inside, I’ve made friendships that I will
take with me into the future. I’ve learned
a level of independence and responsibility that I wouldn’t have if I had stayed
home—from learning to do my laundry
to having to wake myself up for school
and keep track of my assignments. The
program gave me not only the freedom
to figure things out on my own but
the support system to get help when I
needed it. The last four years have had
ups and downs but I wouldn’t trade this
experience for anything.
Above all, my time in the Madison
ABC program has given me a sense of
self-assuredness. I know who I am, and I
know that I’m a person who can change
and adapt while I figure things out. I’ve
become confident in my decisions and

Alumni News
Richard Martin
(Class of 2000) is
originally from
New York City and
learned about ABC
from one of his six
sisters, Shaunte.
Richard currently
lives in Brooklyn and
is energized by supporting young students
of color who share a similar background
and story. Richard believes his time in Roby
House—where he watched countless volunteers work tirelessly and passionately for

know that things will not go exactly as
planned and that’s fine. Looking ahead,
I can say that I’m going to be better off
thanks to my experience in the program.
Being away from home, moving to a
school where I knew no one, and being
responsible for myself are all things that
many people do not experience until
college.
I am grateful to have had these opportunities before there would be no one to
catch me if I fell. I’m still not sure where I
will end up going to college in the fall but
I am sure that I want to pursue a degree
in literature and a pre-med track.
I would like to thank Laura D’Aiello, the
resident director throughout my time in
the Madison ABC program, for all that
she has done to help and support me
on this journey. I would also like to thank
Morgan Brozena, our resident assistant,
new to the house my junior year; Morgan
has done a fantastic job and is an asset to
the program. My host family, the Lutzes,
also deserve thanks. They opened their
home to me, always making me feel welcome. Beyond that, I would like to thank
the Madison ABC Board and the entire
community. Without the support of each
person reading this, I wouldn’t be the
person I am today.

This pandemic also affects Madison
ABC in the pocketbook, so to speak.
The ACT II Thrift Shop, which provides
a significant amount of our operating
budget, has been shut down due to the
crisis. Likewise, the annual Bike Sale
held at the Lions Club Flea Market has
been cancelled. We are investigating
ways to resurrect the Bike Sale at a later
date and place. While we realize that
many are facing their own financial hurdles during this pandemic, we hope you
will remember to support Madison ABC
as times return to normal.
“This too shall pass.” However, in the
aftermath, we will enter a new world
changed, hopefully for the better, by
these trials. Being separate, together,
will teach us all new lessons about what
is important in our lives. I hope it makes
each person cherish their families and
friends a little bit more. I hope that this
shared uncertainty allows us all to better
appreciate the truly important things
and dismiss the utterly trivial. I hope and
pray for a swift end to this hazard, and a
prompt return to social interaction. May
you each stay safe and healthy, in the
presence of your loved ones.
Sincerely,
Tom Virgulto
Madison ABC President

Richard Martin ’00
him and his fellow scholars—helped spark
his desire to give back.
After three years at Providence College,
Richard finished his college career at New
Jersey City University, majoring in sociology. After college Richard joined the staff of
ABC’s national office as a Junior Technician.
Since that time, Richard has been promoted through the ranks at national ABC and
is now the Community Schools Program
Manager for A Better Chance, Inc. Richard’s
primary focus in this role is to support the
20 Community School Programs around
the country, their Board of Directors, and

the 140 high school ABC Scholars in their
care. While in this role, Richard also works
with, and advises, young students of color,
their families, and a variety of schools and
community-based organizations, as he
looks to recruit and place students into the
Community Schools Program.
Richard hopes to further his support of our
future leaders after they graduate from
DHHS as a member of the Madison ABC
Roby House Alumni Foundation’s Board of
Directors. Congratulations are also in order
for Richard and his wife, Adrienne, as they
welcome their first child into their family.

In the Community

Cooking
at the
Community
Dining Room

Group outing with mentors

Halloween pumpkin carving

At Field House Farm

Terron with host brothers
Gavin and Kyle

Happy birthday,
David!

Daven in action on the soccer field

Escaping the Zombie Apocalypse
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For additional information, please visit:
www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website
www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website
facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

ACT II Thrift Shop and
ABC Bike Sale

The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison
adison ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related
adison educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global
elated
elated
global levels.
global

Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For
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Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison ABC. ACT II
(203)
or visit
act2thrift.org.
3. For guidelines, please stop by the shop, call
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also donates to other youth-related educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns
on local, national, and global levels. Usual store hours: Mon–Fri 10–5, Sat 10–4. Donations

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at
the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on
accepted Tues, Thurs, Sat 10–3. Please confirm current status on website, Facebook, or
ket on the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday,
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forstop
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very
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ket on
n very good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned
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Annual
Flea
Market.
The
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ABC
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Sale have been cancelled due to
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the Covid-19 virus. We plan to have more ABC Bike Sales in the future. Please call (203)
988-7139 or (203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

D! YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
D!
Help MADISON ABC CELEBRATE 50 YEARS IN 2020–21!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time.
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