
The 2020–21 school year has been interesting, to say the least.  The 
Scholars have adjusted well to their hybrid learning method with 
some days in school and some days learning from home. They have 
also stayed active with extracurricular activities. Daven competed 
on the Daniel Hand High School soccer team, which won its fourth 
straight championship.  Terron participated in the DHHS backstage 
crew as well as the school Newspaper Club. David is working hard at 
McDonald’s in Guilford as well as volunteering with ACT II. Andrew 
made the Hand basketball team and is involved in the Diversity Club 
and Habitat for Humanity Club. Hanley looks forward to joining the 
volleyball team this spring.

It has been a challenge to find engaging activities during these 
tough times but we have managed to have fun. We’ve enjoyed 
movie night at our fire pit, games and a picnic lunch with the 
Guilford ABC Girls House, pumpkin carving, attending Daven’s 
soccer game on senior night, watching the DHHS production of The 
39 Steps on TV, watching the DHHS chorus perform, and playing 
video and other games at the house such as corn hole, ping pong, 

and laser tag. The Scholars always enjoy their weekends with their 
host families and even simple things such as getting Chinese food 
takeout and watching old TV shows.

Our seniors, Daven and Terron, have been busy with their college 
applications and are looking forward to hearing back from schools.

Left to right: David Hampton, Daven Pelaez, Resident Assistant 
Tre Baker, Hanley Tapia, and Terron John. Not pictured: Andrew 

Onubogu and Resident Director Laura D’Aiello.

Dear Madison ABC Family:

The mission of A Better Chance is to grant opportunity to 
“well-educated young people of color who are capable of 
assuming positions of responsibility and leadership in American 
society.” As our chapter of ABC celebrates its 50th year, it does 
so amid a global pandemic, social and political upheaval, and 
economic challenges that have beset each and every one of 
us. However, just as many impressive and driven young men 
have passed through the halls of Roby House, Madison ABC has 
persevered.  Through the dedication of the house staff, Board 
members, and volunteers, sound strategies and procedures were 
established, in conjunction with the Madison public schools, to 
enable the program to continue despite COVID-19. While the 
year has not been without its difficult moments, the program has 
not just persisted; it has thrived. Through it all, our Scholars have 
exemplified the spirit of Madison ABC, by being good citizens, 
hard workers, and productive members of our community.  

The academic year started early for our Scholars, as they, 
along with the house staff, began with a two-week period of 
quarantine at Roby House. However, this period was utilized as 
an opportunity to bond and grow as a family.  Games, group 

activities, and time around the new fire pit all became chances 
for the members of the household to chat, laugh, and settle 
into their new home. A true case of being handed lemons and 
making lemonade! The 2020–21 school year brought hybrid 
schedules, cancelled events and seasons, all amid a backdrop 
of fear and confusion. Cherished traditions, such as the Annual 
Holiday Concert, were lost.  Like many businesses, the ACT II 
Thrift Shop was shut down for a time. Nevertheless, Madison 
ABC persisted. Our community’s always generous support has 
continued and grown in these difficult times.  For that, we can only 
humbly say, “Thank you!”

With the onset of vaccines, and the annual hope of spring, we 
look forward to the warm days to come and, hopefully, a return 
to normalcy. We want to thank those members of our Madison 
community who have really stepped up and helped keep this 
wonderful institution strong and vibrant. May you and yours stay 
safe and healthy!

Sincerely,
Tom Virgulto
Madison ABC President
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Madison ABC has been an incredible 
opportunity that has allowed me to build 
character, connections, and skills that I will 
carry with me for the rest of my life. 

My first year was a change from my norm. 
I had to start taking care of myself, which 

meant managing my time, organizing my school materials, and 
doing my laundry. I learned the value of responsibility and how to 
hold myself accountable through these tasks.

The Madison community has supported me. In my freshman year, I 
wanted to start playing lacrosse even though I was new to the sport. 
Parents in the neighborhood pooled resources to get me lacrosse 
gear. My host family has been supportive as well, especially this 
year with the college process. They gave me a lot of information 
on their experience with the process and what I should do to make 

it less stressful for myself. While at Hand, I was involved in theater 
and spent my first two years acting with my host brother, Gavin. 
These last two years I spent doing stage crew. Through lacrosse and 
theater, I made some of my first friends.

Daniel Hand has given me a great education and important lessons 
that I will carry on with me in the future. I’m graduating and looking 
forward to the next step in my life—college.

I would like to thank my parents for allowing me to come to 
Madison and the Madison ABC Board for accepting me. The other 
Scholars who have made my experience what it was, I recognize 
as brothers. Thank you to Delvantae Hutton, Josh Cabral, Jordan 
Rivera, Daven Pelaez, David Hampton, Matthew Forrestine, Andrew 
Onubogu, and Hanley Tapia. Thank you also to our Resident 
Assistant, Tre Baker, and Resident Director, Laura D’Aiello. And 
thank you to my host family, the Borduas.

F R O M  O U R  G R A D U AT I N G  S E N I O R S

Terron John
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Deciding where I wanted to attend high 
school was one of the hardest decisions I’ve 
had to make. In eighth grade I was fearful 
of the future. I had no idea what life in a 
suburban town would be like. I wasn’t sure 
I’d be able to handle living away from my 
parents; however, one of the most important 

lessons they taught me was about making sacrifices for the future. 
The sacrifice was, as a ninth grader, to begin living away from my 
parents. Moving into the Roby House was undeniably one of the most 
drastic changes in my life. What made the transition easier was the 
willingness of the community to accept me with open arms and the 
countless people who supported me throughout my ups and downs. 
Not many people live away from home at 14 years old. I learned 
how to be very adaptable. My growth throughout my years with the 
Madison ABC Program has made this experience one I would never 
trade away.

My relationship with my host family has grown tremendously from the 
first time I met them. Initially, I was very shy and reluctant to engage 
much with any of them because I felt like a stranger in their home. 

As time went on, they made sure I felt like I was one of their own and 
they became the primary reason my transition to Madison was so 
smooth.

Soccer has always been a big part of my life. The first group of kids 
I met at Hand were my teammates on my freshman soccer team. 
Being part of such a successful soccer program has taught me how 
to work hard for something bigger than just myself. I will live with all 
the wonderful memories from the soccer team and with the joy and 
satisfaction of being part of a legacy at Hand.

I would like to thank all of the housemates I’ve lived with—Delvantae 
Hutton, Joshua Cabral, Jordan Rivera, Hanley Tapia, Andrew 
Onubogu, David Hampton, and Terron John—for making life in the 
Roby House a lot of fun. I also thank Laura D’Aiello for being such a 
supportive figure in my growth through my 4 years with the Madison 
ABC Program, and Marvin Baker, our Resident Assistant, new to 
the program this year. Also, my parents deserve massive thanks for 
their willingness to let me live away from home in search of a good 
education. Finally, I would like to thank all of the members of the 
Board for the endless support in and out of school.

Daven Pelaez

Our speaker for the 2021 Madison ABC Annual Meeting is Darrin 
McCalla, Resident Director of the Madison ABC Program with his 
wife, Holly, from 2002 to 2004. 

For most of his adult life, Darrin has worked in human services to 
support families and at-risk youth; currently, he is a Family Peer 
Specialist for Favor, Inc.  Darrin has also worked as a youth advocate, 
sociotherapist, and basketball coach at both the high school and 
college levels. Darrin continues to maintain a strong relationship with 
the ABC Program. It was his recommendation that brought David 

Robinson on as Resident Director following Darrin’s tenure. Darrin 
returned to Madison ABC and served as an interim tutor when there 
was a need. More recently, he brought Marvin (aka Tre) Baker (one of 
his former basketball players from Mitchell College) into the program; 
Tre is our current Resident Assistant.

After Darrin’s address, we will celebrate the accomplishments of our 
current Scholars, especially our graduating seniors, Terron John and 
Daven Pelaez. The meeting is open to the public; all are invited to 
attend and learn more about this outstanding program.

Madison ABC Annual Meeting—Mark your calendar!
Sunday, June 6, 4 pm at the Roby House



In the Community

Hanley “blacklight bowling” with host brothers

David and Terron with David’s host family — 
Axe-throwing in Killingworth

Andrew dining with host family

Enjoying the fire pit

It is with sadness that we share news of the passing in January of David Robinson Sr.  
Dave joined our house staff in the spring of 2004 as Resident Director and remained 
with us for almost 11 years, when illness forced his retirement. Although Dave was 
an “employee,” he was so much more than that.  He cared deeply for our Scholars, 
providing mentoring, teaching, cooking, friendship, emotional support, and more. 
He is remembered for all that, along with his gentle nature and his wonderful full 
belly laugh. Even when he wasn’t feeling well, he gave the best of himself to our 
Scholars and program. It is of note that Dave was a graduate of the Amherst ABC 
Program; because of that life-changing opportunity, he was grateful to be able 
to pay it forward by joining the Madison ABC staff. After Amherst, he went on to 
graduate from Wesleyan College.

In Memoriam David Robinson Sr.
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Madison A Better Chance, Inc. 
P.O. Box 371 
Madison, CT 06443

The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison 
ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related 
educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global 
levels. 

Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For 
guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on 
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very 
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned 
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call 
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time. 
Please make checks payable to:  Madison A Better Chance, Inc.  and mail to 
            P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443. 
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website:  madisonabc.org 

Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are 
provided in exchange for your donation.

For additional information, please visit:

www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website

www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website

facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

The ACT II Thrift Shop, 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison ABC. ACT II also 
donates to other youth-related educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, 
national, and global levels. Open hours are Wed–Fri 12–4, Sat 10–4, effective April 17. Future 
changes in hours can be obtained on website, Facebook, or by phone. For donation guidelines, 
please stop by, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

Madison ABC is known for the ABC Bike Sale on the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 
19. Please call (203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes. 

ACT II Thrift Shop and 
ABC Bike Sale

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Guilford, CT 

Permit No. 278

 
Madison A Better Chance, Inc. 
P.O. Box 371 
Madison, CT 06443

The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison 
ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related 
educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global 
levels. 

Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For 
guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on 
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very 
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned 
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call 
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time. 
Please make checks payable to:  Madison A Better Chance, Inc.  and mail to 
            P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443. 
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website:  madisonabc.org 

Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are 
provided in exchange for your donation.

For additional information, please visit:

www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website

www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website

facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Guilford, CT 

Permit No. 278

 
Madison A Better Chance, Inc. 
P.O. Box 371 
Madison, CT 06443

The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison 
ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related 
educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global 
levels. 

Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For 
guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on 
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very 
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned 
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call 
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time. 
Please make checks payable to:  Madison A Better Chance, Inc.  and mail to 
            P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443. 
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website:  madisonabc.org 

Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are 
provided in exchange for your donation.

For additional information, please visit:

www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website

www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website

facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

Your support is always appreciated and more important than ever. Please make checks 
payable to Madison A Better Chance, Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 
06443 or make an on-line donation at madisonabc.org. Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) 
tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No 
goods or services are provided in exchange for your donation.

Although we had to postpone anniversary plans this year, we will 
find opportunities to celebrate next school year. Stay tuned!

MADISON ABC IS 50! 


