
All is well at the Roby House. The Scholars are back at school 
full time and are enjoying many school activities.  We have 
four athletes this year.  Andrew played basketball in the 
fall and will run track this spring.  He also runs the Phoenix 
Reborn poetry magazine club, has returned as a member 
of the Habitat for Humanity and Diversity Clubs, and sings 
in Encore, Daniel Hand’s a cappella group.  Hanley assisted 
with girls volleyball, fenced, and will play boys volleyball.  He 
is active in the Diversity and GASP Clubs.  Both Myloh and 
Kenny played football and basketball and will run track this 
spring. Myloh has joined the Diversity Club and Kenny also 
participates in the school’s Fishing Club.

Hanley had an excellent year fencing, coming in second place 
in the novice tournament and 11th in the individual state 
tournament!  And his team, Men’s Epee, came in first in the 
team tournament!

With Covid restrictions lifted, we have been able to have 
some fun house events this year.   We went rope climbing, 
played laser tag, went bowling, hosted the Guilford ABC 
House for dinner and a movie, cut down a Christmas tree, 
attended the winter choral concert—in which Andrew had a 
solo—and played games and had lunch at Dave & Buster’s.

The Scholars are excelling with their studies and Andrew, as a 
junior, is taking the SAT and starting to look at colleges.

Clockwise from left: Andrew Onubogu, Kenny Carter,  
Resident Assistant Tre Baker, Hanley Tapia, and Myloh Nunez.  

Not pictured: Resident Director Laura D’Aiello.

Dear Madison ABC Family:

As we enter the third year of the pandemic, it appears 
Connecticut, and the country at large, has turned the  
corner and moved toward “living with Covid” and in turn so 
has Madison ABC.  We continue to be vigilant in protecting 
our Scholars, staff, and broader community; however, it is 
time to put our focus back where it belongs, ensuring  
our Scholars have the best tools and resources for  
continued success. 

Our program, and community, are blessed to have great 
leadership and a very active board. Over the winter we 
developed a Capital Investment Committee to help us 
better identify ways to invest our resources thoughtfully and 
responsibly. Our first major decision was to purchase a new 
vehicle for the Roby House, more conducive to the day-to-
day needs of the Madison ABC Scholars and staff. 

Currently the Committee is working on a significant home 
improvement plan for the Roby House. Another area of 
focus will be on enhanced programming.  It is incredibly 
important that we fully embrace and support our Scholars’ 
growing needs in this ever-changing world. We are very 
excited about these initiatives and look forward to sharing 
our progress. 

We are very fortunate to be part of a great community of 
gracious contributors and volunteers. Thank you for your 
support. Our program exists because of your generosity. For 
those just learning about Madison ABC, please feel free to 
inquire about how you, too, can make a difference.

Kind regards, 
Kevin Kranzler
Madison ABC President 
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Asa, a 2014 graduate of Madison ABC, was a member of the DHHS football (State champs), 
basketball, and volleyball teams, award-winning Show Choir, and Chess Club. He recently shared 
the following update.

I graduated from Wesleyan University with a degree in economics and a minor in film. During my 
undergraduate years, I spent a lot of my free time working on various media projects, sparking the 
beginning of my production company, Palmer Huntt Productions. The purpose of PHP is to change 
the narrative of people of color portrayed in media and film and amplify our voices and stories in 
the process. 

After Wesleyan, I secured a job at CBS Sports where I started as a part-time showrunner, grabbing 
coffee, picking up dry cleaning and food items for the various talents of the different shows. As much as I enjoyed the fruitful, 
often hysterical conversations with the on-air talent, I wanted more. I began to network and tell people about my talents in 
other areas—photography, videography, graphic design. In a matter of a month, I secured a second part-time role as a graphic 
artist, cutting out headshots, action shots and preparing logos to air on the network.  From there, I was promoted to my 
current role, Broadcast Associate for On Air, Graphics and Design, where I was nominated for an Emmy for my contribution to 
the graphics of Superbowl LV.  

When I’m not producing graphics for CBS, or directing photo shoots and short films for PHP, I spend my free time writing a TV 
show, Sentinel 6. Sentinel 6 is an Afro-futuristic anime about six superheroes of color who learn they are destined to become 
Earth’s mightiest protectors. My partner and I have been writing this story for a few years now and back in December we 
launched our website and Kickstarter. During the two-month Kickstarter period, we successfully crowdfunded 125 percent of 
our goal to produce the trailer for this epic show. We are currently in the process of animating the trailer and hope to release it 
sometime this summer. Stay tuned!

These are just a few things I have been doing since DHHS and A Better Chance. Thank you, ABC!

A L U M N I  N E W S
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Our speaker for the 2022 Madison ABC Annual Meeting is Madison ABC alumnus  
Esau (Kenneth) Sullivan. 
Esau graduated from DHHS as an ABC scholar in 1980 and went to Johns Hopkins University 
to complete his undergraduate studies in 1984 with a B.A. in quantitative science.  After 
working as a Research Assistant and Computer Programmer for three years, Esau began his 
graduate studies at the Medical College of Virginia/Virginia Commonwealth University in the 
biostatistics department. He took a position in December 1991 as a clinical trial statistician at 
the EMMES Corporation in Maryland, prior to graduating with a Ph.D. in the spring of 1992. In 
1999 he accepted a position with Alcon Laboratories (now Alcon LLC) in Fort Worth, TX, where 
he is currently Vice President and Global Head of Clinical R&D.

Esau lives in Dallas and enjoys his large extended family, dividing his time between North 
Texas and Chicago. He loves to run and travel, feeling “fortunate and blessed” to have been 
able to travel as much as he has.  Esau was on the DHHS tennis team, but with so many 

distractions during his graduate school years, he gave up playing. He continues to tell himself that “one of these days” he’ll 
pick up a racquet again!

The annual meeting is open to the public; all are invited to attend and learn more about this outstanding program.

Madison ABC Annual Meeting—Mark your calendar!
Sunday, June 5, 4 pm at the Surf Club

Asa Palmer ’14



In the Community

Myloh and host brothers celebrate  
Superbowl Sunday

Myloh, Kenny, and their host brothers 
enjoy pond hockey at Milano Pond

Hanley and his fencing team take States!
Hanley and his host parents

Kenny on the court
Myloh on the football field

Brothers enjoying BBQ
Andrew with his host dad and cat!

Andrew on the DHHS basketball team

Brothers go bowling
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Madison A Better Chance, Inc. 
P.O. Box 371 
Madison, CT 06443

The ACT II Thrift Shop, located at 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison 
ABC. In addition to its significant support of ABC, ACT II donates to other youth-related 
educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns on local, national, and global 
levels. 

Store hours are Tues–Sat, 10–4. Donations are accepted Tues, Thurs, and Sat, 10–3. For 
guidelines, please stop by the shop, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

ACT II is known for its used Bike Sale at the Madison Lions Club Annual Flea Market on 
the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, June 23, 9–3. Bikes for all ages and in very 
good to excellent condition are donated to the Thrift Shop year round. After being tuned 
up by ACT II volunteers, they are sold at the Bike Sale at affordable prices. Please call 
(203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes.

ACT II THRIFT SHOP

YOUR SUPPORT IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!
You are invited to send in a donation to Madison ABC at any time. 
Please make checks payable to:  Madison A Better Chance, Inc.  and mail to 
            P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 06443. 
Or you may make an on-line donation on our website:  madisonabc.org 

Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No goods or services are 
provided in exchange for your donation.

For additional information, please visit:

www.madisonabc.org – Madison ABC website

www.abetterchance.org – National ABC website

facebook.com/Madison A Better Chance

The ACT II Thrift Shop, 170 Boston Post Road, is a major supporter of Madison ABC. ACT II 
also donates to other youth-related educational, humanitarian, social, and cultural concerns 
on local, national, and global levels. Current open hours are Wed–Fri 12–4, Sat 10–4. 
Future changes in hours can be obtained on website, Facebook, or by phone. For donation 
guidelines, please stop by, call (203) 245-2815, or visit act2thrift.org.  

Madison ABC is known for the ABC Bike Sale on the Green. This year’s sale will be Saturday, 
June 18. Please call (203) 245-2815 to find out how to donate your gently used bikes. 

ACT II Thrift Shop, ABC Bike 
Sale, and Donation Information
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Your support is always appreciated and more important than ever. Please make checks 
payable to Madison A Better Chance, Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 371, Madison, CT 
06443 or make an on-line donation at madisonabc.org. Madison ABC is a 501(C)(3) 
tax-exempt charity. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. No 
goods or services are provided in exchange for your donation.

Although we had to postpone anniversary plans, we will find  
opportunities to celebrate. Stay tuned!

MADISON ABC IS 51! 


