
Annual Holiday Concert
December 4, 2022
First Congregational Church

Madison A Better Chance website:

www.madisonabc.org

National A Better Chance website:

www.abetterchance.org

Like us on Facebook!

Madison ABC Events
ABC Bike Sale
June 2023
Town Green

Annual Meeting
June 4, 2023
Surf Club

For additional information, or to donate today, visit:    www.madisonabc.org

Helping talented youths 
reach their potential 
through education

Lieutenant Colonel Jacob “TJ” Naylor, 
Madison ABC ’99, Bryant University ’03, ROTC 
scholarship, 2nd Lieutenant in US Army ’03, MBA 
Touro University ’07, master’s degree UCF ’18 

TJ credits his successes to the valuable 
lessons learned while part of the Madison ABC program, namely, 
dedication, perseverance, and teamwork. At DHHS TJ earned many 
varsity letters and was inducted into the Madison Athletic Hall of 
Fame, class of 2022, in recognition of his achievements. He says, 
“Participating in the Madison A Better Chance program and playing 
high school sports provided an excellent foundation. I’m forever 
grateful to the wonderful people in the Madison community who 
played a role in my success no matter how big or small.”

Alum Update



Dashawn Winter, a freshman from Brooklyn, 
New York, has settled in quickly and feels 
comfortable at both DHHS and the Roby 
House. Dashawn enjoys building things 
and is most enthusiastic about his courses 
in Robotics Engineering and Architecture & 
Design. He is also taking Biology, Intro to 

Business, and Spanish 2. Being a part of the freshman football team 
has been a fun and welcoming experience for Dashawn; he would 
like to become a member of the lacrosse or track team in the spring. 
He also plays drums, favoring hip-hop and R&B genres.

Mission 
To provide academically talented young men of color the 
opportunity to have an outstanding secondary school education. 
Their four-year experience at Daniel Hand High School gives 
them the skills to excel in college and beyond, preparing them to 
assume positions of responsibility and leadership in society.

Enrollment
Each year we seek to fill the house with up to six qualified scholars 
who are well matched to take advantage of the educational, 
cultural, and social opportunities that our community offers.

History
Our first scholars came to Madison in 1970 so we are celebrating 
our 52nd anniversary! Madison ABC is a community school 
program and one of national’s longest-running and most successful 
programs. Our alumni, who have gone on to attend various 
colleges and universities, including Dartmouth, Middlebury, Tufts, 
and Wesleyan, remain in close contact, supporting and mentoring 
current scholars.

Staff
A resident director, resident assistant, and cook create and 
maintain a nurturing environment at the Roby House on Durham 
Road, the scholars’ home in Madison. 

Board of Directors
An all-volunteer board of approximately thirty members of the 
shoreline community sets policies for the program and works to 
ensure its ongoing success.

Host families
Each scholar is paired with a local family with whom he spends at 
least one weekend a month. Typically host families have a son or 
daughter who also attends DHHS. The strong relationships formed 
during their time here endure long after the students graduate.

Funding
The funding of our budget comes through private donations from 
individuals, local businesses, religious institutions, and community 
organizations. The ACT II Thrift Shop remains a significant contributor.

Andrew Onubogu, from West Orange, 
New Jersey, is set to make the most of 
his senior year. His fun yet challenging 
course load includes Marketing; TV 
Production; Race, Literature, and Culture; 
Spanish Cinema and Film; Calculus AB; 
and Civics. Andrew is the founder of 

Phoenix Reborn, a creative writing club; a leader of the Diversity 
Club; and a member of Peer Advocates and the Habitat for 
Humanity Club. He continues to perform with Encore and the 
DHHS Chorus and has now joined Vibe. This winter and spring, 
he intends to play basketball and join the track team. Andrew’s 
college search is well under way; he seeks to attend a strong 
liberal arts school with a business focus. 

Hanley Tapia, a junior from Methuen, 
Massachusetts, maintains ambitious 
academic and athletic goals for himself. He 
is taking AP Chemistry, AP Language Arts, 
AP Spanish, Honors Precalculus, US History, 
and Civics. He aims to continue his success 
with the DHHS fencing team and win states 

again this year. Hanley is managing the girls’ volleyball team this 
fall and looks forward to playing varsity boys’ volleyball in the spring. 
He plans to attend the Diversity Club meetings regularly as well.  

Kenny Carter, a sophomore from 
Springfield, Massachusetts, is glad 
to be back in Madison this fall in his 
second year of the ABC program. His 
classes include Spanish, Chemistry, 
American Literature, Video Game 
Design, and Geometry—the latter 

of which he’s looking forward to the most. An avid football 
player, Kenny aspires to help the DHHS team win another 
championship. He is considering trying out for wrestling this 
winter and joining Peer Advocates as well.

Marvin “Tre” Baker III stepped into the role 
of Resident Director at the Roby House this fall. 
He has been with Madison ABC since the fall of 
2020, previously serving as Resident Assistant. 
A graduate of Mitchell College in New London, 

Tre was recruited to play basketball and majored in Sport and 
Fitness Management. Tre is from Pensacola, Florida; as part of a 
military family, he also lived in several other states and England 
while growing up. He is passionate about basketball, fitness, and 
working with young people.

Adriana Diaz, joined Madison ABC as Resident 
Assistant in the fall of 2022. She was born in 
Queens, New York, and raised in the Dominican 
Republic. She holds a BA in International 
Development and Social Change with a focus on 
Humanitarian Aid and Youth Work, and will soon 

have a master’s in Public Administration. Adriana also works as a 
Virtual Assistant at South Shore Charter Public School in Norwell, 
Massachusetts, and serves as a Community Volunteer Leader 
and Outreach Coordinator for the American Red Cross. She is 
eager to assist our students in becoming the greatest versions of 
themselves in their academic and personal lives.

Our Resident Director and Resident 
Assistant
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